Grace Evangelical Free Church March 24, 2024
2 Kings 2:13-15 Elijah: God Remains

Elijah has departed in a whirlwind, leaving Elisha and onlookers wondering not only what
happened to the prophet...but is God still with them?

2 Kings 2:15a: “Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite
them, they said, ‘The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.””

» Grammatical Usage: “spirit” or in the Hebrew, “ruach” meaning, “breath, wind, spirit”.

» Literal Interpretation: Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him
opposite them, they said, “The Spirit of God who was with Elijah rests on Elisha.”

» Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word, God continually uses His Word. Elisha
was Elijah’s successor. For nine years he had understudied and worked with his master.
Now Elijah had gone, and one question burned in Elisha’s mind as he took up Elijah’s
mantle and walked to the bank of Jordan — “Where now is the Lord, the God of
Elijan?” (2 Kings 2:14). Is Elijah’s God with me, and is He still the same? That is the
one thing that matters! To seek positive evidence that God was with him, Elisha struck
the waters with the mantle — and immediately they were divided (v.14), and the onlookers
saw the power of God (v.15). God was indeed with Elisha! What is the lesson for us?
God is still the same, His power is undiminished. His servants may die, times may
change, but He remains! He is our God, with us today (Hebrews 13:8).

Following a cultural upheaval resulting in not just ignoring God be defying God, in the
aftermath of God’s judgment Israel and Judah were reeling spiritually and culturally.
Elijah proved God’s stabilizing factor in the midst of the turmoil. He was a known entity,
known for his relationship with God and intermediary with God. Upon his rapture, the
fear was the loss of their link to God yet:

1. ELIJAH’S GOD IS OUR GOD: What does this mean in a practical sense?

e It means that the Lord God who kept Elijah faithful when most of the nation had
turned aside can keep us faithful and loyal. Throughout his ministry he was
surrounded by apostasy; he was in contact with Ahab and Jezebel, and he
experienced loneliness, self-pity and discouragement. Yet, through God’s power,
he was kept true to the end. Do you wonder if you can remain true to the Lord?
Remember — Elijah’s God is your God and He will never fail you (Hebrews 13:5-
6, and compare Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 4:18; Jude 24).

e |t means that the Lord God who fed Elijah and supplied his temporal needs can
supply our every need. He sent bread and flesh when he was by the brook Cherith
(1 Kings 17:2-7), meal and oil for the household at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16).
Can He do that for us? Yes! — Matthew 6:25-34.

e |t means that the Lord who worked miracles for and through Elijah will work
miracles for and through us (1 Kings 17:1-6; 8-16; 17:17-23; 18:36-38; 19:5-7; 2
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Kings 1:9-12; 2:8; 11). Has God altered? No! He can and He does still perform
miracles.

e It means that the Lord God who answered Elijah’s prayers is ready and willing to
answer ours. James 5:16-18 emphasizes that God answers the earnest and sincere
prayer of any believing Christian, and the illustration given as to the kind of
prayer God will answer is of Elijah praying that it might not rain, and then
praying again that it would! Does God still answer prayer like this? He does.
Elijah’s God is our God!

e It means that the Lord God who was so gracious and kind to His sick, failing,
overwrought servant will deal just as lovingly and tenderly with us. Let us be
slow to condemn Elijah; he did fail, but so do we; and the same God who was so
gracious and forgiving and restored Elijah will deal with us just as graciously.

2. ELIJAH’S GOD IS OUR GOD: When do we especially need to be reminded of this?

e When we have experienced the sorrow of separation and bereavement. Elisha
knew Elijah was to leave him, but that did not lessen the blow when it actually
happened. When bereavement comes to us, perhaps more than at any other time,
we need to experience the power, presence and sufficiency of our God. Elijah’s
God, the mighty, comforting God, is our God.

e When we are about to undertake some new responsibility in service. Elisha was
now commencing his ministry as Elijah’s successor; the responsibility was great
and he felt his own inadequacy and insufficiency for the task — but God was the
same! The God who has so wonderfully used His servants all down the ages is
with us to bless and use us.

e When we are confronted by obstacles and problems which defy human solution.
Elisha faced the Jordan. Elijah had crossed it by performing a miracle — but would
God do the same for him? Yes! — and the same miracle-working God will give us
grace to overcome our obstacles and solve our problems.

e When we are surrounded by unbelievers, sceptics and enemies of the Lord. Elisha
had to face the skepticism of the sons of the prophets (2 Kings 2:16-18), and the
mockery of the young men (vv. 23-25). He needed to know the mighty God of
Elijah was on his side. Are you scoffed at and mocked because you are a
Christian? Encourage yourself that Elijah’s God is your God.

e When we need to let others see that our faith is working. Picture Elisha smiting
the waters with the mantle and asking, “Where now is the Lord, the God of
Elijah?” What was the reaction of the watching college students to the mighty
demonstration of the power of God? V. 15 tells us.

The world is waiting to see visible evidence that God is alive and active. When
unbelieving and skeptical men and women see the power of God operating in the lives of
His people and in His Church, the Holy Spirit uses this testimony as a witness — leading
observers to faith and worship one soul at a time...demonstrating the vital nature of our
testimony and worth of each believer and unbeliever to God.

» Conclusion: Is my life a testimony to Living God?
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