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Revelation 17: 7, 8: False Religion (Part 5: Judgment of Religious Babylon)
Revelation 17:7 – “And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.”
The first part of Revelation 17 (vv 1-6) dealt with the rise of the global false religion.  The second part (vv 7-18) deals with its judgment.  When Christ returns, He will establish righteousness upon the earth – a perfect, ideal society and government complete with pure worship and service to God.  In turn, this means false religion: religious Babylon, must be destroyed.  How is God going to do this?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Mystery” or in the Greek, “Musterion” meaning, “hidden” (the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous, which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but made plain to the godly).
· Literal Application: “But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the hidden aspects of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her.”
· Contextual & Comparison: God is not unaware of what alliances are being pieced together and deals brokered.  In fact, He will use the very same to His own end: “The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on them knows peace.” (Isaiah 59:8).
We need to understand that God is not “mean” towards us, but just.  Justice is a term used for what is right or “as it should be.” Justice is one of God’s attributes and flows out of His holiness. Justice and righteousness are often used synonymously in the Bible. Since righteousness is the quality or character of being right or just, it is another attribute of God contributing to His holiness.

We cannot begin to understand God’s justice unless we first understand sin. Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4) and iniquity (Daniel 9:4-5; Micah 2:1; James 3:6). It embodies everything contrary to God’s holy nature and is offensive to Him. Thus, sin is a crime against God and justice demands a penalty of death and separation from Him for it (Romans 1:18-32; 2:5; 3:23). But God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to pay that penalty for us (Romans 5:8-11; 6:23) and made salvation available to all who believe in His name (John 1:12; 3:15-17; 20:31).  The book of Revelation reveals the justice of God in all its glory during the end times. When the saints watch the destruction of the earth, their song will be of God’s righteous judgment upon the inhabitants for their ultimate sin of rejecting Him (Revelation 11:16-18; 15:3-4; 16:7; 19:1-4). And as 2 Peter 3:13 says, we are promised that someday, when Christ physically reigns on earth, God’s righteous justice will finally be on full display: “But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
V 7: The terrible thing that astounded John was that a portion of the church is one with the hostile world.  The angel seems to have wondered at John's wonderment, because there were sufficient clues to confidently identify the harlot: very similar descriptions of Judah, a type of the church, in Jeremiah 2 & 3 should have made it plain to John. He should have been able to read in the vision the truth that just as the old Israel had apostatized and crucified the Christ, the church of Christ also, in the lapse of years, would fall from her high calling and become an ally of Satan.
V 8: A long and involved sentence, key points include:
a. Recall the beast was killed and raised in Revelation 13:3, 14;

b. World’s population will be astounded;

c. Satan will have produced his hellish counterpart to Christ’s resurrection;

d. The difference is that Jesus is described after His resurrection terms of Romans 6:9; the Beast’s destiny in Revelation 19:20;

e. Unsaved with no “proof” of Christ’s resurrection will have proof of the Beast’s resurrection before their eyes;

f. This leads to the ‘strong delusion’ of 2 Thess. 2:9-11 (believing a lie);
g. Rejecting the sign of the prophet Jonah (Mt. 12:38-41), the “wicked and perverse generation” (Rev. 17:4) have a sign in which they believe;

h. God’s chosen cannot be deceived by Satan’s stunts (1 John 4:1-6)
· Conclusion:  Who is an enemy of the cross?  The person…
· who rejects born into sin, needing a savior (Ps. 51:5);
· who questions and then denies that Christ died for his sins (Romans 5:8);

· who does not accept the death of Christ as payment for his sins (Eph. 1:7);
· who considers the cross of Christ to be foolishness (1 Cor. 1:18);
· who rejects the cross of Christ as the only way to God (John 14:6);
· who claims other ways to God (I Jn. 5:1, 11-12);
· who persecutes and attempts to stamp out Christ and His cross (Gal. 4:29).

“And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” – Jesus (Matthew 25:46).
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