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Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 2: Evil for Good)
Revelation 16:2 – “And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.”
The first of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Noisome” or in the Greek, “Kakos” means, “excruciating”; “grievous” or “Poneros” means, “sickening disease…vicious in nature”; “sore” or “Helkos” means, “ulcer.”
· Literal Application: “So the first went away and poured out his bowl into the earth.  And an excruciating and loathsome, vicious ulcer developed upon the people who had the mark of the beast and who worshipped his statue.”
· Contextual & Comparison: Critical lessons are provided within our text, and not just for the future recipient of this judgment.  Two key contexts:
a. The nature of the first bowl judgment upon humanity: The sores themselves have a specific nature:

i. They are harmful and malignant; open and foul; painful and putrefying, ugly and repulsive; humiliating and embarrassing;

ii. The ulcers will cause agony and torture to the point of no rest day or night;

iii. Such wounds are incurable; no relief and no hope.  This stresses the effect, degree, and intensity of the judgment: now and to come.
From Revelation 13:8 it is quite apparent that only a small fraction of the world will resist the beast, refuse to take his image, and believe in Jesus Christ. But those who do are now the only ones who escape this judgment and the judgments which follow (Psalms 91:3-10; 1 Thessalonians 5:9). The warning of Revelation 14:9-11 against worshipping the beast anticipates his ultimate doom and that of his system is here confirmed in this preliminary judgment. Note that the beast is unable to help or heal the sore; this is the word used in the Greek Septuagint to translate the Hebrew word for boils inflicted on the Egyptians in Exodus 9:9-11.  God remains consistent.

b. In short, the text infers that evil is being repaid with evil. Proverbs 17:13: “If anyone returns evil for good, evil will not depart from his house.”
i. Here is a most awful warning. As many persons are guilty of the sin of ingratitude, and of paying kindness with unkindness, and good with evil, it is no wonder we find so much wretchedness connected to the fist bowl judgment.  For God's word cannot fail; evil shall not depart from the houses and families of such persons;

ii. This warning frequently expressed in Proverbs simply means, "You reap what you sow”, a principle strongly reiterated in the New Testament (Galatians 6:7-8: “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life”);

iii. David experienced this first hand, and wrote about it: Psalms 35:12: “They repay me evil for good; my soul is bereft….”; 109:1-5: “Be not silent, O God of my praise!  2 For wicked and deceitful mouths are opened against me, speaking against me with lying tongues.  3 They encircle me with words of hate, and attack me without cause.  4 In return for my love they accuse me, but I give myself to prayer.  5 So they reward me evil for good, and hatred for my love”); 
iv. It is a sign of the times in which we live. In Paul's letter to Timothy, he said that ingratitude would be one of the evils found in the last days: "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be …unthankful…." (2 Timothy 3:1-2).
v. To find the source of this attitude, one must look in the pages of the Bible to find the most selfish, proud, arrogant, self-centered and ungrateful being that ever existed—Satan.  Lucifer’s heart was lifted up with arrogance—vanity. He was ungrateful to God for giving him life. Neither was he grateful to God for creating him so perfectly. Instead, he rebelled against God, choosing to believe that he was better than his Creator—that his way was greater than God’s Way;
vi. As the “prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2), Satan broadcasts this same attitude to us: base ingratitude, contrary to the law and light of nature; worse than beastly it is really devilish.  As a result, evil shall not depart from his house who is guilty of such, from him or his family.  They shall be continually visited with one disease and calamity of another.  

vii. So hateful and offensive is the sin of ingratitude to God, it ought to be carefully avoided.  Remember Paul’s three commands for true Christians: (1) “Rejoice evermore” 1 Thess 5:16  (2) “Pray without ceasing” – 5:17  (3) “In everything give thanks” – 5:18  Do not let this sin keep you from God’s many promises! Do not let it steal your happiness. The choice is yours!
· Conclusion: “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.” (Luke 6:27, 28).  Why?  “…for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.” (Romans 12:20).  "Coals of fire" is in the Old Testament the figurative expression of divine vengeance (Ps 140:10: “Let burning coals fall upon them!  Let them be cast into fire, into miry pits, no more to rise!”)  This is exactly what is unfolding in Revelation.  Those who have rejected the offer of salvation through Jesus Christ are 1) reaping what they have sowed; 2) evil befalling them; 3) sores which cannot be healed; 4) a physical preview of an everlasting Christ-less eternity.  This is the lot of the unsaved.  This is the picture of Revelation 16:2.
What about the saved?  The gift of salvation moves us to thanksgiving continually: 

1. The world might seem dark, but there is always something we can be thankful for. Focus on the blessings instead of the circumstances.

2. A Christian heart is a thankful heart.

3. Being thankful is not a feeling, it’s a choice.

4. Everything is a gift from God, we need to view it as a blessing.

5. Thankfulness rubs off on other people.

6. God deserves to be thanked for who He is.

7. Cultivating a thankful heart is important to health and wellbeing.
PAGE  
1
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

