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Revelation 17: 9-18: False Religion (Part 6: Call for Wisdom)
Revelation 17:9 – “And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.”
In the first half of the seven years leading up to Christ’s second coming, heathen religion combines with heretical Christianity to form a one-world religion – Christian in name, not in content.  The beginning of the second half of the Tribulation, even this is dispensed with.  Why?  Who takes over?  Who wins?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Wisdom” or in the Greek, “Sophia” meaning, “true right and wrong; valid interpretation”
· Literal Application: “This calls for a mind using valid interpretation: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated”
· Contextual & Comparison: Vv 9-18 has caused great confusion because expositors  have failed to apply basic hermeneutical principles to the text.  The seven mountains are not referring to geography (specifically, Rome) but to kings or governments cited in v. 10.  By seven mountains, John means that false religion sits upon the seven kingdoms which is the exact meaning of vv 9-10.  Scripture does not delineate, but the Old and New Testaments governments which have opposed God are our only reference.  Thus, the kingdoms are: 1) five fallen – Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece; 2) one existing: Rome (standing for the democratic process – Europe; 3) One kingdom to come – the united kingdom of the antichrist (eighth ruler of v 11).
The ‘wisdom’ of v 9 refers not only to kingdom identification, but motive.  The biggest mistake made in reference to Chapter 17 is too much concentration on the players and not enough on the motive and result.  The players are the players (entire world – no matter how you list them); the motivation causing financial, property, personal and spiritual ruin are the key to this chapter:

1. V 8: The great supernatural power of the antichrist proves the embodiment of pure evil.  Having mimicked Christ’s resurrection, he was one of the seven original rulers and, with a newly formed one-world government, becomes the eighth ruler seeking world domination.  Astonished people put their faith and trust in the beast they think he is God;
2. V 13: Unity of policy, domestic and foreign, will characterize the nations.  They will surrender all of their power: economic, social, political and military – all of their influence – to the beast.  His enemy is now theirs: God.

3. V 14: The terrible purpose of the antichrist and his alliance is to make war against the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ.  The woman and the beast, the ecclesiastical and the political, are utterly opposed to the one true God and all His followers.  Those who come to Christ in the end time will have the double problem of avoiding martyrdom at the hands of the political rulers as well as the apostate church;
4. V 15: The false religion and political power are world-wide.  Satan’s “mystery of iniquity” (2 Thess. 2:7) reaches out to control and condemn, just as the “mystery of godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16) reaches out to control and save.
5. V 16: This development is a tremendous revelation as the same ecclesiastical apostate church, typified by the woman (v 1) who was supported and brought into being with the help of the political ruler, the beast, is now destroyed.  Why?  The purpose behind this betrayal is that the world-wide ruler will claim to be God Himself.  He needed to unite religions by stripping them of their distinctions, then having proclaimed himself God the last three and one-half years will result in the worship ONLY of the beast – no competitors.
a. False Religion is used to gain and hold loyalty of the masses;

b. False religion has enormous power, controlling life’s necessities;

c. False Religion donations, accounts and holdings required by the state;

d. Tribulation devastation requires vast resources;

e. The transition from false religion to worshipping the Beast happens because false religion has no reason for continued existence;

f. Therefore the state ravages religion by exposing corruption, rationalizing its elimination.  Notice how perception is so important.
6.  V 17: Religious Babylon will be destroyed because of God.  God put into the hearts of these godless little politicians (Proverbs 21:1): 
a. to carry out His battle plan;

b. to agree among themselves to do so;

c. to yield their political influence to the Beast and then to destruction.

· Conclusion:  God moves godless men about on the chess board of history and makes the wrath of men to praise Him (Romans 9:17; Psalm 76:10).  God was the indirect Agent for the destruction, but He used men as direct agents.  God wins.
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