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Walking in Truth 4: Children: Their Walk in Truth
The Apostle John addresses the care, instruction and consequential walk of children. 
2 John 1:4: “I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Walking” or in the Greek, “peripateó” meaning in the ethical sense, “peri: comprehensively engaged” while “pateó: conducting or living their lives.”
· Literal Interpretation: I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children comprehensively engaged in conducting their lives in accordance with the convictions of God, just as we were commanded by the Father.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  If ever there was an example of this spiritual axiom, it is with finding of this text.  A number of key points:
1. “Some” does not mean all.  Proverbs 22:6 does not promise that raising children in a godly manner will always result in children who follow God as adults.  An observation of life from 3,000 years ago, and it continues to prove itself today: it is generally true that a child raised to love God will continue to do so as a grown-up, proving a parent’s spiritual legacy. Underscored in the New Testament, bringing up a child in “the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) dramatically increases the likelihood that the child will hold to Christ in later life.
2. “Comprehensively engaged” encompasses three places our children ultimately learn and develop their worldview and belief system: school, church, and home.  

a. Our children need to fully understand that Scripture alone can give life and bring sanctification to a sinful soul, and only Scripture can equip us to discern truth from error. Yet, as the apostle Paul aptly pointed out, how can they believe when they’ve not heard? (Romans 10:14). In a world in which there is a growing tide of hostility towards Christianity, we need to teach our children the Word of God and how to defend it (1 Peter 3:15).
b. Beginning around age five, kids will spend the better part of two decades becoming educated. And public school systems, along with the colleges and universities, continue to indoctrinate kids with the religious beliefs of humanists. Half a century ago, the United States Supreme Court recognized humanism as a religion. So, when the Bible and prayer were tossed out of public schools, they did not throw out religion.
c. The church is certainly a place where the truth of God’s Word should be vigorously taught and defended. Unfortunately, more and more churches are deviating from scriptural truth. The apostle Paul warned us this would happen (2 Timothy 4:3), explaining why over 70 percent of young adults under the age 25 think all beliefs are equally valid.
d. The development of a Christian foundation, then, must begin at home with the parents. Yet the truth is that, by the time the average child leaves for college at age 18, he or she will have never read the entire Bible (which can be read cover to cover in about 80 hours), and many will never have opened a Bible. Yet they will have watched roughly 21,000 – 30,000 hours of television, which will most definitely have played a significant role in developing their worldview.
3. “Convictions of God” includes parental engagement

a. The Bible tells us that children are a gift from God (Psalm 127:3)

b. In the Old Testament, Moses stressed to his people the importance of teaching children about the LORD: (Deuteronomy 11:19-20)

c. In the New Testament, parents are taught to raise their children in the “training and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4), as all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, training, and correcting (2 Timothy 3:16)
d. Parents need to instill in their children a thoroughly Christian worldview so they understand that the only way to God is through Jesus Christ (John 14:6)

e. For our children to be able to defend the Word of God (1 Peter 3:15), they need to know it well

4. Other Children: what happens to them? (Psalm 78:9-11)  Case in point: Mellennials
a. Time Magazine described Mellennials as, “the me-me-me generation: narcissistic, lazy and coddled.  In fact, they are even a bit delusional.”
b. Psalm 78:9: They could not be counted upon when they were needed.  V 8 identifies the issue: “A generation that set not their heart aright.”  Parents need to set hearts aright and not worry about being tagged unmovable, unbendable or unreasonable.  Teach the truth, and don’t back down from it
c. Psalm 78:5-7: Their spirit was not steadfast with God.  
d. Psalm 78:10: This is a generation refusing to walk in God’s law in direct violation of Ecclesiastes 12:13
e. Psalm 78:32: Equipped for battle, but battle was not on their agenda.  Over 60 percent of young adults who attended church in their teens will ultimately become spiritually disengaged at some point during their twenties 
f. Psalm 78:32-33: What they wanted and what they got proved two different things.  According to the Washington Post they are, “The unluckiest generation in U.S. history.  Millennials have faced the worst economic odds, and many will never recover.”
g. Psalm 78:67: God rejects the objectionable.  Only 6 percent of people who are not Christians by age 18 will become Christians later in life
We who love God must not sit by in the face of worldliness and compromise. Men and women before us have paid with their blood to deliver the faith intact to us. Now, it is our turn to guard the truth. It is a task that calls for courage, not compromise. And it is a responsibility that demands unwavering devotion to a very narrow purpose.
· Conclusion: Someone is watching, learning and emulating you.  How are you leading?
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