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Revelation 20:4-6 The Millennium
Revelation 20:6 - “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”
First resurrection?  Second death?  What are these?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “resurrection” or in the Greek, “Anastasis” means, “to raise up” but in context refers to the resurrection of certain ones in history who are restored to life: exclusively believers; “death” or “Thanatos” means, “death or demise” the “second death” comprising all the miseries arising from sin, to be followed by wretchedness in hell.
· Literal Application: “Happy and holy is he who (because he knows Christ) participates in the first raising up.  Upon these the second death (everlasting hell) has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with Him throughout the thousand years.”
· Contextual & Comparison:  This is the only Scripture that confirms the 1,000 year duration of the Millennium – foretold in Daniel 7:13, 14 and referenced by Luke in Acts 3:19-21.  The Millennium simply means the rule of Jesus Christ over the earth, all nations and peoples.  Why?  The earth must be ruled by Christ in its present form because it belongs to Him by right.  Jesus created the world and mankind, but mankind gave the world to Satan by sinning.  Therefore, Jesus Christ has to reclaim the earth, restoring righteousness to the earth in its present form.  To simply destroy the world immediately would infer that God failed with the present earth.  Of course, God cannot fail – so He reclaims that which was lost.  Three key points about the millennial reign of Jesus Christ upon the earth:
V 4: The resurrection and rule of believers.  

· Believers throughout the ages as well as those martyred are present;

· They are gathered to be part of Christ’s millennial reign;

· Jesus reclaims the positions of the principalities and the high places of rule throughout the universe previously held by the kingdom of evil (Eph. 6:12) because they have always been His (Col. 1:16);

· The Millennium is when Jesus Christ sets up the organization and arrangement of rule and reign throughout the universe.  Believers receive duties and responsibilities, everlasting assignments and service (1 Cor. 6:2, 3).  These will likely be expanded at the end of the Millennium when He creates the new heaven and new earth;

V 5: The resurrection of unbelievers
· The millennial reign of Christ is for the resurrection of believers, not unbelievers: this is the first resurrection;
· The rest of the dead, unbelievers, were not resurrected until the end of the 1,000 year reign;
· That the 1,000 years is literal is demanded by this fact of Scripture.
V 6: The great privilege of resurrected believers.

· They will be extremely blessed.  “Blessed” (makarios) means joy with satisfaction, being complete and fulfilled, secure and peaceful within one’s being; having meaning, significance and purpose;
· The resurrected believers will be holy.  That is, perfected in the holiness of Christ: perfectly separated from the world and set apart unto God.  They will bear the very same nature of Christ Himself, a holy nature, perfectly pure;
· The resurrected believers will never be touched by the second death.  This is a second kind of death…everlasting death…not only separation for God but in the midst of the punishing lake of fire (Rev. 20:14);

· The resurrected believers will serve God.  We will have the same right we have now upon the earth: to enter into the presence of God as needed.  The difference?  We will be standing face to face with Christ, whereas now we approach in prayer;

· The resurrected believers will rule and reign with Christ, under His authority;
· His enemies will be made His footstool (Heb. 1:13; 10:13);

· The people will obey Him (Gen. 49:10);

· He will restore peace and security to the earth (Isaiah 2:4);

· Wrong will be put right (Zep. 3:19, 20);

· The nations will bless Christ and glory in Him (Jer. 4:2);
· People will be able to trust the Lord’s strong arm (Is. 51:5).
· Conclusion: We began the study of Revelation with an understanding of God’s original intent in Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  Now, all things will be restored (Acts 3:21); the earth will be returned to its original intent: a specific, beautiful blessed location where, once again, man and God will walk in the cool of the evening in perfect fellowship.  Will you be there?  Only if you have given your heart and life to Christ will you be part of the first resurrection.  “Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2): confess your sin to Jesus, ask for His forgiveness, allow Him reign in your heart and life from this day forward.  Return to the relationship God always intended to have with you: do it today.
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