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Revelation 20:1-3 Satan Bound
Revelation 20:3 - “And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.”
The Kingdom of God is coming to earth, a return to the Garden of Eden, this time with Jesus governing all affairs.  But before the Millennium can begin, Satan must be bound.  Why?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Shut” or in the Greek, “Kleio” meaning, “inaccessible physically and emotionally”; “seal” or “Sphragizo” meaning, “conceal…keep silent”; “deceive” or “Planao” meaning, “lead away.”
· Literal Application: “And he hurled him into the abyss, and he closed and sealed it over him (making him inaccessible physically and emotionally by keeping him silent and out of sight), so that he would not again lead people away from the Kingdom of God until the thousand years have run their course.  After that it is decreed that he should be set free for a short time.”
· Contextual & Comparison: No man, nation, technology or science can ever bring about the perfect earth.  Man cannot create perfection.  He cannot develop the perfect state and government, the perfect society and culture, or the perfect life and future.  Only God can do this and this is the good news of this passage beginning with the removal of the embodiment of evil.  God answers six questions about the removal of evil and Satan from earth:
Vv 1-2a: Who is going to remove Satan?  The angel of God’s power.
· Unnamed, Scripture supports this as Jesus Himself.  Rev. 1:8 states only He has the keys of hell and death;

· Further attested to by Paul: “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you” (Rom. 16:20);
· The chain is not physical, but spiritual: power to bind Satan to keep him from tempting and subsequently leading people into sin and bondage.
V 2: Who is Satan?  The dragon, that old serpent, the devil.  
· He is a dragon: the spiritual power that stirs up the fiery, cruel and brutal, often irrational passions of people and governments – “…the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.” (Ecclesiastes 9:3b);
· He is the old serpent: wielding spiritual power that deceives and seduces people into sin and evil triggering disobedience and neglect of God – “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” (2 Cor. 11:3);

· He is the devil: the spiritual power that slanders, lies and murders by leading people to lie and murder – “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44)
· He is Satan: the spiritual power that accuses, opposes and stands as an enemy to God and His followers to the point of physical attack – “Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” (John 13:27)

V 2: How long will Satan be removed?  For 1,000 years.  Theologians argue regarding the validity of the 1,000 years citing there is no measure of time with God.  True, but clear communication depends upon the ability of the speaker to use words not as he understands them, but as he knows the listener does.  God is communicating to us given we, his creation, count time.

V 3: Where is Satan to be placed?  In the abyss.  Described in Rev. 9:2, demons are in the darkness of this underworld, attacking sinners – taking the breath of life, suffocating them by trouble after trouble as they experience unrelenting horror. 

V 3: Why is Satan to be bound and removed?  So he can’t deceive people anymore.  What God provided became a perverted lust: food, sex, recognition, money, power, material, popularity, position, comfort.  God initiates utopia:
· There is going to be a change in the earth (Is. 35:1-2; Rom. 8:21-23);
· There is going to be a change in the animal kingdom (Is. 11:6-9);

· There is going to be a change in aging, sick and diseased (Is. 35:5-6);

· There will be plenty upon the earth (Joel 2:26- 27; 3:18);

· There will be peace on earth (Is. 19:23-25);

· There will be a change in government (Zec. 14:8-9; Rev. 11:15);

· There will be righteousness and goodness on earth (Is. 2:2-4).

V 3: Will Satan be released again?  Just for a short time.  
· Conclusion: ““In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  (2 Cor. 6:2).  With these words Paul urged many to come to Christ.  Avoid hell; avail yourself of the everlasting, good life found in Jesus.  Pray now!
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