Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                  January 28, 2018
Jude 3 – Contending for the Faith 
Jude 3 - “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”
Nothing derails us faster than unexpectedly bad news.  In one sentence, Jude’s intention to write of the joys of our salvation to its threat is startling.  What are we to do?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  Jude writes that evil works are the evidence of apostasy. He admonishes us to contend for the faith, for there are tares among the wheat. False prophets are in the church and the saints are in danger. Jude is a small but important book worthy of study, written for application by the Christian of today.
· Grammatical Usage: “Common” or “Koinos” meaning, “belonging to all”; “salvation” or “Soteria” meaning, “deliverance”; “contend” or “Epagonizomai” meaning, “defend.”
· Literal Application: Beloved, as I was making preparation to write to you about our commonly held deliverance or salvation I continued to feel a compulsion to write to you for the purpose of appealing to you to defend the faith which has been once for all committed to the saints.
· Contextual/Comparison: The Bible underscores the importance of “unity” and “oneness.” Unity with others is “good” and “pleasant” (Psalm 133:1). Unity is absolutely essential because the church is the “body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27), and a body cannot be in disunity or disharmony with itself. If disunity occurs, it essentially ceases to be a body and becomes a disjointed group of individuals useless for any task. Jesus’ plan for His church is people unified in the faith.  Jude’s “appeal” is to defend the same:
1. “Commonly held salvation”: Christ’s Word to the church committed by revelation, the Bible, to the saints in the first century is the final word of God for salvation.  There is nothing further to be expected from heaven by way of new revelation.  Jesus made this point Mt. 12:38-40 and John 16:12-15 to which Paul agreed in 1 Cor. 13:8 when he wrote that the gifts of prophecy and special knowledge would be phased out when the New Testament became complete;
2. Satan, of course, does not agree with anything that God says and he will give to every evil generation the signs and portents for which it seeks and upon which it depends (Rev. 13:13-15; 2 Thess. 2:9-11).  It is on this basis that unregenerates, blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4), manipulated by Satan (Eph. 2:1-3) and seduced by him (1 John 5:19) will be deceived and damned.  Followers are marked by excessive emotionalism; esoteric and intuitive insights which lack biblical reference; a superior attitude; dismissive of anyone who questions the legitimacy of their experience or opinion;
3. “Committed to the saints”: Jude instructs the saints to defend the perfect faith which has been committed to our trust.  If it is true that not all that God intends to say to the Body of Christ in this age hasn’t been articulated, then we do now know what we are defending?  No, we have what God intends. 
4. “Compulsion”: In a world steeped in mystery cults, the apostle Peter admonished believers to "always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have...with gentleness and respect" (1 Pet. 3:15). Only by meeting honest objections with biblical answers can "we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). It was in this spirit that Paul vigorously defended the gospel (see Acts 14:8-18; cf. 17:2-3; 18:4, 19; Phil. 1:7, 16), charging others to do the same (2 Tim. 2:23-26).  Ten key verses on defending the faith:
A. 1 Peter 3:15 - This is the classic verse indicating that everyone is to be prepared to give an answer with gentleness and respect;

B. John 1:1-3 - This is one of the most compelling and clear articulations of the deity of Christ. There are no other legitimate gods or belief systems;

C. Acts 5:3-4 – Shows the deity and personhood of the Holy Spirit;

D. Isaiah 43:10 - This passage clearly lays out that there is only one God and there has always only been one God; 

E. Romans 1:20 - People do have knowledge of God through creation;

F. Romans 2:14-15 - The moral conscience is written on our hearts;
G. John 6:29 - Many pseudo-Christian religions base salvation on works. In this passage Jesus clearly lays out the requirement of salvation—belief;

H. John 20:30-31- Skeptics often believe that faith is blind. John clearly states that the miracles of Jesus were recorded as proof so we would believe;

I. 2 Peter 3:9 - This passage clearly shows that God desires all to turn to repentance and be saved. This can be helpful when talking about Hell;
J. Luke 1:1-4 - Some claim that the disciples were inventing myths and legends. This passage shows the clear concern with historical accuracy and eyewitness accounts.
· Conclusion: For what do you contend?  The answer indicates your destiny.
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