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Jude 1b – Called by God 
Jude 1 - “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called….”
Now that we know Jude is Jesus’ half-brother, coming to know Jesus as Savior following the Lord’s resurrection, his message to we who follow is: stay faithful which can only be accomplished by staying vigilant.  Jude understands that while the Great Commission is underway, Satan has his own commission – commending millions to death and destruction. How do we avoid such?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  Jude writes that evil works are the evidence of apostasy. He admonishes us to contend for the faith, for there are tares among the wheat. False prophets are in the church and the saints are in danger. Jude is a small but important book worthy of study, written for application by the Christian of today.
· Grammatical Usage: “Sanctified” or in the Greek, “Hagiazo” meaning, “called, set apart”; “preserved” or “Tereo” meaning, “kept; guard, care for.”
· Literal Application: Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to the called ones who have always been loved by God, the Father and who have always been kept by Jesus Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Jude begins with three essential points:
1. A servant (Jude 1a: previous message);
2. A call: Jude 1b.  Jude makes a distinction which marks a true follower of Christ: one is both called to Christ and called out of humanism.  Often referred to as “be ye separate” (2 Cor. 6:17), it is critical to Biblically apply: 
a. Christians separate from the world/worldliness to Christ.  Why: 
1.
To avoid the ever-present danger of contamination by the world (I  Cor. 11:32, 15:33; II Cor. 11:3; I Thess. 3:5; II Peter 2:12). 

2.   To maintain a close fellowship with God (James 4:4; John 15:15). 

3.   To base their lives on that which is enduring (John 15:17). 

4.   To make clear to Christians and non-Christians alike by their actions   that they belong to God, not to the world (I Thessalonians 5:22). 

5.   To avoid sin (James 4:17). 
6.   To not tolerate those who teach false doctrine (Rev. 2:14-15).*
*Western, democratic culture advocating free speech, association and exercise of tolerance is essential to democracy, but hinders Christian spiritual growth as the culture misapplies such to Christian fellowships thereby expecting we tolerate heretical teaching – expressly forbidden by the reading and instruction of Scripture.  To the contrary, we do not tolerate dissemination of false doctrine.
b. Clearly the Bible tells us to be separate from the world, but this does not mean isolation from the world. The Lord Jesus spent time with sinners and was condemned by the self-righteous religious Pharisees:

1. He associated with tax collectors and sinners (Mt 9:10-12)

2. He was relevant with the culture (attended weddings, feasts, and synagogue, children were particularly drawn to Jesus)
3. He broke unbiblical Sabbath traditions of his day (Mt 12:9-13)

4. He associated with Samaritans (Woman at the well: John 4)

5. He allowed his disciples to eat with unwashed hands (Mk 7:5)

6. He nor his disciples practiced fasting (Mt 9:14)

7. He declared all foods clean (Mk 7:14-19)

8. He liberated Women (Lk 8:1-3)

9. He advocated freedom from powerless religion (Mk 1:22)

10. He gave others Grace (Jn 8:3-11)

c. Jesus was not a traditionalist or a legalist.  By His example, the point of separation is that we are not to live and think like the world (1 Cor. 3:3) nor be unequally yoked with them in such a way that it hinders or restricts us from being free to follow and obey the Lord. We are allowed to function in the world, otherwise we could not be much of a testimony to the world.  The Biblical conviction is that our lifestyle is not of the world, but our mission field is in the world.
d. This world relies on what it can see, but being called we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).  Therefore:

1. We have a perspective not of this world. We, like Moses, endure because we see the unseen (Hebrews 11:27). 

2. We have treasures not of this world (Luke 12:33). 

3. We have weapons not of this world (2 Corinthians 10:4).

4. We have power not of this world (Zechariah 4:6). 

5. We have peace not of this world (John 14:27). 

6. We have a home not of this world (Philippians 3:20).

· Conclusion: How do we know if we are among the called?  By responding to the call. Assurance of this certain call, this chosen call, is from the Holy Spirit who seals us until the day of redemption.  Accepting Christ as Savior is literally being called to Christ and called out of the world.  Now…it’s your call.
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