Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                  January 10, 2021
Judah in Renewal 9: Partnership in Ministry
Everyone must take responsibility for their share of God’s work – partnership in ministry fulfills God’s call within the individual, through the congregation.    
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  Six key aspects in partnership: 
1. (:1) CONSECRATION TO THE LORD
Nehemiah 3:1 – “Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananeel.”

· Grammatical Usage: “sanctified” or in the Hebrew, “qâdash” meaning, “set apart; dedicate; consecrate; devote.”
· Literal Interpretation: The high priest Eliashib and his fellow priests began rebuilding the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and installed its doors. After building the wall to the Tower of the Hundred and the Tower of Hananel, they sanctified, dedicated, consecrated and devoted it.
A. Eliashib, grandson of Jeshua, high priest after the return from Babylon

B. “rose up with his brethren the priests” — that is, set an example by commencing the work, labors being confined to the sacred localities

C. Paul was careful regarding how he built – we are to follow his example: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Romans 12:1
2. (:2-6) STRATEGICALLY FOCUSES ON THE AREA THAT MOST DEMANDS YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT
A. The word “repaired” will now dominate the chapter: a general term meaning “to make firm or strong”. It does not necessarily mean restoring everything as before

B. Everybody is not performing the same work – but contributing by using their spiritual gifts without critique or fix everybody else’s work
3. (:7) SHARES THE WORK ACROSS EVERY SEGMENT OF GOD’S PEOPLE – ALL PULLING THEIR WEIGHT
A. “Next to him/them” is a key phrase: linked arm in arm; yoked together in ministry; no gaps
B. The range of workers: religious leaders rolled up their sleeves and labored alongside everyone else; political officials; both men and women -- look at reference to “he and his daughters” v 12; all types of trades – doing work outside of their main area of expertise: goldsmiths vv 8, 32; merchants v 32; perfumers v 8; all levels of economic status;  poor common folk & rich nobles; all ages – multiple generations; some people did more work than others (3:11, 19, 21, 24, 27, 30)
C. People restored from previous wrongdoing – given a second chance – Malchijah (3:11) – cf. Ezra 10:31 – had submitted to Ezra’s demand to forsake mixed marriages
D. It was not just Jerusalem's citizens who rebuilt the walls. Volunteers came from outlying areas: Jericho, Gideon, Tekoa, Mizpah, Zanoah, Beth Halkerem, Beth Zur and Keilah. They saw the value in supporting God’s kingdom program
4. (:5) SHAMES THOSE WHO HAVE DIVIDED LOYALTIES AND DON’T PULL THEIR WEIGHT

A. Rich nobles: more of a challenge for them, “but their nobles did not support the work of their masters.”
B. Case of divided loyalties – you cannot serve God and Mammon
C. A matter of pride – thinking too highly of themselves for manual labor

5. (Chapter 3) SALUTES EACH WORKER FOR THEIR SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION 
A. 48 individuals, professionals or groups are acknowledged
B. God knows you, called you, commends you

6. (Chapter 3) SOLIDIFIES THE OVERALL GOAL -- SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PLACES REPAIRED  Spiritual lessons in rebuilding the ten gates:
A. Sheep Gate: This gate reminds us of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who died for the sins of the world (John 1:29; 5:2)
B. Fish Gate: Mark 1:17 “…I will make you fishers of men.”
C. Old Gate: This gate represents truth, “I am the truth” (John 14:6)
D. Valley Gate: humility, “Blessed are the poor in spirit” (Mt. 5:3)
E. Dung Gate: refuse: get rid of whatever defiles us, or it may destroy us (2 Corinthians 7:1: “let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit”; 1 John 1:9)
F. Gate of the Fountain: a picture of the Holy Spirit of God (Jn. 7:37-39)
G. Water Gate: water for washing is a picture of the Word of God (Eph. 5:26; John 15:3)
H. Horse Gate: symbol of warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18)

I. East Gate: faced the rising sun and is the gate of hope (Psalm 62:5)

J. Inspection Gate: judgment conducted (Isaiah 11:3–4)
· Conclusion: To what task is God calling you to advance His kingdom?
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