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Judah in Renewal 7: The Faithful Ask
What does God’s providence mean to you? Do you have a sense that you are in the center of God’s will in terms of lining up with His kingdom purposes for this age?  When it comes to opportunities for accomplishing God’s work here on earth – God’s providential working is the key: 
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  Four aspects of God’s providence at work:
I. (:1-3) PROVIDENTIAL POSITIONING FOR OPPORTUNITY

A. Providential positioning -- In terms of the trusted relationship

“Now I was the cupbearer to the king.”
B. Providential positioning -- In terms of the timing

 “Now it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, that wine was before him, and I took up the wine and gave it to the king.”
C. Providential positioning -- In terms of the trigger – the telegraphed emotions – that is what is going to set everything in motion: “Now I had not been sad in his presence. So the king said to me, ‘Why is your face sad though you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of heart.’”
D. An awkward opportunity -- potential for panic

 “Then I was very much afraid.”  Why not excited and overjoyed?
E. An anticipated opportunity – requiring a bold initiative:
 “I said to the king, ‘Let the king live forever. Why should my face not be sad when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies desolate and its gates have been consumed by fire?’”
II. (:4-5) PROVIDENTIAL VISION – AN AUDACIOUS OBJECTIVE
A. Setting the stage for ministry proposal – for the presentation of the vision: “Then the king said to me, ‘What would you request?’”
B. Solicitous approach towards those in authority – the precarious nature of the vision.  You do not control the success of the outcome – you need providential intervention
1. Seeking the favor of divine providence “So I prayed to the God of heaven.”  Note humble and dependent approach
2. Seeking the favor of human authority: “I said to the king, ‘If it please the king and if your servant has found favor before you,”

C. Significant ministry objective – a big vision – the particulars of the vision: “send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.”
III. (:6-8) PROVIDENTIAL PROVISION – AN AMAZING OUTCOME

A. Gracious help granted – permission obtained 
1. Timeline requested: “Then the king said to me, the queen sitting beside him, ‘How long will your journey be, and when will you return?’”
2. Deadline established: “So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a definite time.”
B. Going the extra mile -- additional help requested and received
1. Additional administrative authorization: “And I said to the king, ‘If it please the king, let letters be given me for the governors of the provinces beyond the River, that they may allow me to pass through until I come to Judah,’”
2. Additional physical resources: “and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress which is by the temple, for the wall of the city and for the house to which I will go.’”
C. Good hand of God (Providential favor) paving the way = key to the passage: 

Nehemiah 2:8d – “And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Granted” or in the Hebrew, “Nathan” meaning, “give; devote; consecrate”; “good” or “Towb” meaning, “excellent; rich; invaluable”; “hand” or “Yad” meaning, “strength; power”; “God” or “'elohiym” meaning, “Creator, Mighty and Strong.”
· Literal Interpretation: And the king gave, in fact devoted everything to me, according the excellent riches and strength and power of the true Creator who is mighty and strong who is with me.
IV. (:9-10) PROVIDENTIAL PROTECTION -- FROM ANGRY OPPOSITION

A. Supreme authority: “Then I came to the governors of the provinces beyond the River and gave them the king's letters.”
B. B. Supporting strength: “Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen.”
C. Satanic opposition: “When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, it was very displeasing to them that someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of Israel.”

· Conclusion: “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.” Ps. 127:1
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