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Judah in Renewal 20: Responding to God
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 9 by responding to the Word of God.   
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  People of Judah, having been re-established as people of the book, continue to respond to the everlasting Word of God demonstrating its eternal veracity, vibrancy and validation in their lives individually and as a people…specifically a people of God.  
I. GOD IS GREAT IN CREATION – (6)

A. One of the foundational truths of the Bible is that God is the Creator of all that is (Isaiah 40:28)
B. When God created the heavens and the earth, He did so by speaking it into existence. When He created the things that filled the earth and the sky, He spoke them into being (Genesis 1:11–16)
C. But when He created human beings, He did something different. He took some clay that He had already made and formed a man. Then He breathed His own life into that man, and “man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7)
D. By breathing His own life into that man, He created the man and woman “in His own image” a cut above previous creation (Genesis 1:27). That means that human beings are more like God than any other created thing. We have an eternal spirit, just as God has. We can reason, the ability to choose good or evil, and to love. We have emotions, intellect, and the power and desire to create things ourselves. Because we are created in His image, God desires to have fellowship with us (Genesis 3:8–9; Jeremiah 29:12). He does not seek fellowship with dogs, dolphins, or trees. They have life, but not God-breathed life. And when He came to earth to save us, He came in the form of a man (Philippians 2:5–8; Luke 1:35).
II. GOD IS GREAT IN CONVENANTS – (7-8)

A. God's covenants are really God's promises to do something for us (7)
B. The word "covenant" has to do with an agreement (8)
C. Some covenants are conditional and some are unconditional. Here the covenant with Abraham is cited.

III. GOD IS GREAT IN CONFLICTS – (9-15)

A. Against Pharaoh (9-10)



B. At the Red Sea (11)

C. In the wilderness (12-15)

1. Leadership (12)

2. Giving of the Law (13-14)

3. Provision (15a)

4. Promise (15b)

IV. GOD IS GREAT WITH COMPASSION – (16 -20)

A. Israel sinned against God (16-17a)

B. God showed compassion by not forsaking them, guiding them, instructing them, feeding them and giving them water (17b -20)

V. GOD IS GREAT IN COMPLETION – (21-25)

A. God kept His promises (21)
B. He preserved Israel in the wilderness for forty years (21)
C. He gave victory over their enemies, multiplied their children and enabled them to conquer the land (22-25)

D. In short, God completed the work which He had started
VI. GOD IS GREAT IN CORRECTION – (26-38)

Nehemiah 9:33 – “Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly”

· Grammatical Usage: “just”’ or in the Hebrew, “tsad-deek'” meaning, “righteous” (in character and conduct); “right” or “'emeth” meaning, “truth” meaning, “sureness, stability, continuity, reliability and faithfulness”; “wickedly” or “rasha`” meaning, “to cause wrong” in the sense of disturbing, violating, trouble, vex, knowingly departing from.
· Literal Interpretation: Yet you have been righteous in your conduct reflecting Your character in all that has come upon us, for You have dealt faithfully and we have purposely wronged You, disturbed You, violated You, vexed You…knowingly departed from You.  
A. Even though God shows compassion, He still exercises discipline.

B. God will correct:
1. Through the Word/Preaching. You can’t correct what you don’t know. God will reveal areas in your life that you need to improve on through revelation in His Word. It’s how we grow, and how God refines our character: “prophets who warned them” (26)
2. Through the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will convict us that we’ve done something, thought something, believe something wrong of which we need to repent: “warned them by your Spirit” (30)
3. Through other people privately. Other people can be used of God to correct us. This is usually after we are being quite stubborn, and destruction is imminent. It’s God wanting to be heard- not to embarrass you, but because you need to heed: “gave them saviors” (27)
4. Through public pronouncement such as a preacher, teacher, etc. This is definitely what you don’t want to happen, but can if you so choose: “kings whom you have set over us because of our sins” (36)
· Conclusion: Who reigns over you because of your sin?  Today is the day of repentance!
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