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Judah in Renewal 17: Defending Against Conspiracy 
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads by defending against an unholy conspiracy.   
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  Nehemiah 5 dealt with the people as a whole involved in sin, threatening God’s work.  Having failed, Nehemiah 6 documents seven tactics of Satan targeting a spiritual leader:
1. 6:1: Deception: Satan always works to replace victory with defeat

a. He blinds the minds of unbelievers: 2 Cor. 4:4
b. He hinders missions strategy: 1 Thess. 2:18
2. 6:2: Compromise: Satan always works to misrepresent
a. Innocent sounding proposal: “then Sanballat and Geshem sent a message to me, saying, ‘Come, let us meet together at Chephirim in the plain of Ono.’”

b. Evil intentions: “But they were planning to harm me.”
3. 6:3: Distraction: Satan always works to misdirect
a. He suggests ways that don't involve suffering: Mt. 16:23; Mt. 4:1-11
b. He masquerades in costumes of light & righteousness: 2 Cor. 11:13–15
4. 6:5-9: Slander: Satan always works to mislead

a. He is the Father of lies: John 8:44
b. Very public and harmful accusations:

i. We have what we are going to claim on good authority – should be believable (really just unsubstantiated rumors that they had created themselves)
ii. Rumors involving exaggeration and inaccuracy

iii. When you came to Jerusalem, you had evil motives – you wanted to gather a bunch of followers and subvert their loyalty and cause them to start their own little kingdom agenda

iv. Your work is not what it might seem

v. You are driven by selfish ambition – you want to be king [so often people accuse us of what they are truly guilty of – exposes the evil of their heart]

vi. You are twisting God’s Word to support your personal agenda

vii. Your only way out is to play ball with us
Nehemiah 6:9 – “For they all made us afraid, saying, their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Afraid” or in the Hebrew, “yaw-ray'” meaning, “fear; dread; intimidate”; “weakened” or “raw-faw'” meaning, “drop; abate; withdraw”; “not be done” or “lo' aw-saw'” meaning, “produce; finish, be done”; “strengthen” or “khaw-zak'” meaning, “prevail; harden; resolute.”
· Literal Interpretation: For they were all trying to scare us with dread to intimidate us, saying, “They will drop, stand back and completely withdraw their hands from the work, and it will never be finished and never produce.  But now, my God, prevail, harden and make resolute my hands.
5. 6:10-11: Expediency: Satan always advances the path of least resistance
a. He exploits a lack of understanding: Mt. 13:19
b. V 10: Consider counsel carefully
c. V 11: Stand on integrity and resist expedient paths
6. 6:12-14: Entrapment: Satan always attacks the character of God via believers
a. V 12: Given God knows exactly the strategies against us, He has recorded them in His eternal Word, so we are not outwitted.  The reason we will not be outwitted is that “we are not ignorant of his designs” (2 Cor. 2:11)

b. V 13: Nehemiah recognized that this was not only a challenge to distract him from the work, but an opportunity for them to entrap him to “sin.”  That way they would have an actual charge against him…and God
c. V 14: Satan imitates religious roles: 2 Cor. 11:14-15; Mt. 13:28-30; Rev 2:9
d. V 14 – As was his custom, Nehemiah turned this over to the Lord
7. 6:17-19: Disloyalty: Satan always undermines with unfaithfulness
a. Accomplishment often precedes a fall 

i. V 15: Successful completion (in record time) - “So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days.”

ii. V 16: Impactful testimony on the godly; impact on God’s enemies
b. Vv 17-19a: Disloyalties threaten Kingdom progress.  Those that we expect should be loyal to us cause us the greatest grief when they don’t stand by us
V 19b: Renewal of the attacks, “Then Tobiah sent letters to frighten me.”

· Conclusion: The tactics of God’s enemies can never thwart God’s purposes.  So now the question is: are you aligned with God’s purpose in your life?
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