Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                February 28, 2021
Judah in Renewal 15: Defending Against Complacency 
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads by defending against complacency.   
Nehemiah 4:15 – “And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work.”
· Grammatical Usage: “nought” or in the Heberew, “parar” meaning, “frustrate”
· Literal Interpretation: When our enemies heard that we knew their scheme and that God had frustrated it, every one of us returned to his own work on the wall.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  This passage offers six insights to avoid complacency, even misdirection in God’s work:
1. (v 15) Staying on Task

The Enemy does not want you to keep working to accomplish God’s Kingdom priorities; the counter requires Godly persistence:

A. Persistence is linked closely with endurance and perseverance

B. Persistence is essential in accomplishing a righteous goal.  Persistence in prayer (Luke 18:1), in faith (Hebrews 11:13), and in doing good (Galatians 6:9) are all essentials
C. Persistence keeps us from straying. We persistently put one foot in front of the other as we walk the path God has designed for us (Proverbs 4:25–26). Neither temptation, doubt, nor discouragement can destroy those who persist in following Christ. Waiting for the Lord means persisting in righteousness until we receive His answer or His deliverance

D. Despite the circumstances, God knows and manifests Himself.  Ps. 33:10-11 “The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart from generation to generation.” 

2. (vv 16-18a) Balancing Guarding and Working

A. Half of the people delegated to each priority: “From that day on, half of my servants carried on the work while half of them held the spears, the shields, the bows and the breastplates;”
i. This is a record of combat with sin and labor for the Lord
ii.   Building and battling are both a normal part of the

      Christian life if we are faithful disciples (Luke 14:28 -33)
           iii. It is not enough to build the wall; we must also be on

           guard lest the enemy take it from us. 
B. Leadership and workers always prepared to fight
“…and the captains were behind the whole house of Judah. Those who were rebuilding the wall and those who carried burdens took their load with one hand doing the work and the other holding a weapon.”

C. No one should be found who isn’t holding a weapon and prepared to use it
“As for the builders; each wore his sword girded at his side as he built”
3. (:18b-20a) Concentrating Defenses at the Point of Attack

“while the trumpeter stood near me. I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, ‘The work is great and extensive, and we are separated on the wall far from one another. At whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there.’”
A. Clear communication; pre-determined signals and instructions; everybody on the same page; not trying to fight the enemy alone; rallying the troops and unifying them to make a united stand against the enemy
B. Do we sound the alarm when an attack arises? Do we rally to one another’s side to fight the enemy together? Or is everyone isolated, fighting their own little battle with no help from the body?
4. (:21) Maximizing Every Opportunity to Work

“So we carried on the work with half of them holding spears from dawn until the stars appeared.” 

Had to use every minute of daylight available ; wanted to complete the task as quickly as possible; not a time for complacency
5. (:22) Sacrificing Comfort for Protection and Productivity

“At that time I also said to the people, ‘Let each man with his servant spend the night within Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by night and a laborer by day.’”
Christ calls us to stop seeking earthly riches (Matthew 6:19), to not worry about the future (Luke 12:22), and to live sacrificially to seek the good of others (Matthew 22:39), all of which run contrary to the values of the world.
6. (:23) Leading by Example

“So neither I, my brothers, my servants, nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us removed our clothes, each took his weapon even to the water.”
Nehemiah was down in the trenches, rolling up his sleeves, first in, last out.
· Conclusion: No time for discouragement in the work of the Lord; we need to keep praying, trusting, guarding and working.  What do you keep doing?
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