Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                February 21, 2021
Judah in Renewal 14: Defending Against Evil
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads by defending against evil.   
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  
Nehemiah 4:13 – “Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the people after their families with their swords, their spears, and their bows.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Set” or in the Hebrew, “`amad” meaning, “stand; remain; endure”; “lower” or “tachtiy” meaning, “lower parts; vulnerable”; “higher” or “ts@chiyach” meaning, “glaring, exposed surface”; 
· Literal Interpretation: “So I stationed people behind the lowest sections of the wall, at the vulnerable areas and in higher places to be clearly seen. I had them positioned to remain and endure by their families with their swords, spears, and bows.’”
I. Concentration of Defenses (V 13)
A. In Luke 22:36, Jesus tells His remaining disciples, “If you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one.” The Bible never forbids self-defense, and believers are allowed to defend themselves and their families.
B. Jesus’ command to “turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5:39) has to do with our response to personal slights and offenses.
C. Paul engaged in self-defense on occasion, although non-violently. When he was about to be flogged by the Romans in Jerusalem, Paul quietly informed the centurion with the scourge that he, Paul, was a Roman citizen. The authorities were immediately alarmed and began to treat Paul differently, knowing they had violated Roman law by even putting him in chains. Paul had used a similar defense in Philippi—after he was flogged—in order to secure an official apology from those who had violated his rights (Acts 16:37–39).
D. Some situations may call for self-defense, but not retaliation in kind.  

E. Nehemiah acted in self-defense:
1. Despite physical threat, Nehemiah stood his ground: remaining and enduring as opposed to taunting or attacking;

2. Nehemiah understood how to turn a vulnerability into a strength,  positioning so as not to be seen…or counted;

3. Nehemiah understood how to use a scene as a show of force – to be seen and counted;

4. Nehemiah understood that blood is truly thicker than water.

II. Remember Your Defender  (V 14)
A. Speak truth: boldness is the courage to act or speak fearlessly, despite real or imagined dangers.  When we are convinced that our message is life-giving and eternal, we can speak with boldness, knowing that God will use it to impact our circumstances (Proverbs 28:1).
B. Fear not: we are not to fear the plans of the wicked, even when they rise to power (Psalm 37:1–2, 9–17, 35–38). When the Bible tells us, “Do not fear,” it means we are not to allow anxiety or fretfulness to rule our lives or take root in our hearts. We are not to be people of panic. We are to be people of faith.
C. Remember God: Psalm 91 speaks of the one who “dwells in the shelter of the Most High” and who says of God, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust” (vv 1–2). Those who trust in God can live fearlessly: “You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you” (vv 5–7). There is a direct correlation between faith and the confidence to face the dangers of life: “If you say, ‘The Lord is my refuge,’ and you make the Most High your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent” (vv 9–10). We rest in God’s promise: “‘Because he loves me,’ says the Lord, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble’” (vv 14–15).
D. Defend: Jesus is not a pacifist.  The Bible does not advocate total pacifism. Ecclesiastes 3:8 declares, "There is a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace." God's instructions to Israel in Exodus 22 and Jesus' instruction to His disciples to get a sword in Luke 22 are informative. Christians are to be loving and forgiving, but not permissive of evil.
· Conclusion: Remember your defender.  Have you?  Time to get reacquainted.  
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