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Judah in Renewal 10: Defending Against Ridicule
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads through the pitfalls of discouragement as they face angry opposition.    
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  
I. (Vv1-3) INSULTING FAITHFUL WORKERS – MOCKING, RIDICULE

A. What makes God’s enemies really angry?  “when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious and very angry”  4 things make God’s enemies really angry:

1. When they are exposed as evil men who oppose God’s kingdom program – look at what made the Pharisees angry: 
- anything that exalted Jesus Christ as the Son of God

- anything that emphasized inner righteousness and exposed their hypocrisy

2. When Progress is made in areas that are critical to kingdom program success

- threatened by change and by progress; they want the status quo where they are building an empire for themselves – not concerned with God’s kingdom program; react with jealousy and spirit of rivalry

- evangelizing new people groups 
- underground churches thriving in areas hostile to the Gospel
- trying to recover critical aspects of church truth and practice

- Priesthood of all believers – religious hierarchy wants to protect their status

3. When Spiritual growth and fervency increase

 


- high view of the Scriptures 

 


- importance of prayer

- aggressive pursuit of the Great Commission

 


- emphasis on holiness and church discipline

4. When they feel powerless to intervene – hands somewhat tied by decree of Artaxerxes
B. Tactics of Insulting / Mocking / Ridicule: “and mocked the Jews” (Psalm 2:1; Psalm 74:18)  

1. Addressing the insults to a receptive audience:

 


a. his colleagues
b. wealthy men of Samaria – very comfortable and complacent; not concerned with the devastated condition of God’s holy city

2. Highlighting the weakness and inadequacy of the workers and their resources.  5 Mocking Questions (with Biblical remedy):

 


a. Mocking their Power = overall weakness and inadequacy

“What are these feeble Jews doing?” frail, miserable, powerless.  You don’t have adequate personnel to get the job done – you are pathetic and helpless (Zach. 4:6)
b. Mocking their Goal = claim of divine favor: “Are they going to restore it for themselves?” (Psalm 54:4)
c. Mocking their Faith = nothing but religious futility: “Can they offer sacrifices?” (2 Chronicles 18:13)
d. Mocking their Plans = unrealistic timeframe: “Can they finish in a day?”  Your task is impossible; do you have any idea of the magnitude of what you are attempting? (Ps. 40:5)
e. Mocking their Resources = totally inadequate: “Can they revive the stones from the dusty rubble even the burned ones?” (Psalm 84:11)
3. (V 3) Judging the end result of their efforts to be Futile: “Now Tobiah the Ammonite was near him and he said, ‘Even what they are building – if a fox should jump on it, he would break their stone wall down!’”
II. (Vv 4-6) TWO FOLD RESPONSE

A. (Vv 4-5) Response of Prayer 
Nehemiah 4:5 – “And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee: for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Iniquity” or in the Hebrew, “`avon” meaning, “perversity, depravity”; “anger” or “ka`ac” meaning, “indignant and wrath.” 
· Literal Interpretation: Don’t ignore their perversity and depravity, and don’t let their sins disappear from your records. They have insulted you in front of these builders, raising your indignation and wrath.
B. (V 6) Response of Hard Work – Staying on Task – Keep working hard

“So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.”
· Conclusion: God only had one son without sin, but He has never had a son without trial.  Our call is to both be and do: are you committed to your call?
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