Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                 October 25, 2020
Judah in Renewal #1: The Lord Restores (Ezra 1-3) 
However dark present times may be, our gracious God has a bright future for His own.  Seventy years of captivity have purged the Jewish people of idolatry and focused their attention on the Scriptures.  In a tiny district of what was once their own land, a little Jewish community struggles to survive, awaiting God’s promised Messiah.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…
I. THE BACKGROUND

A. Worldwide backdrop of change and search for meaning

B. This return is prophesied in Isaiah 44:28
C. The captives came back at three different times. The first group’s return was led by Zerubbabel . The next led by Ezra with a third group led by Nehemiah

D. Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah are men chosen of God to lead His people politically, spiritually, and physically

E. Ezra is divided into two halves: Chapters 1-6 documents the first wave of return under Zerubbabel, and Chapters 7-10 document events that occur more than 60 years later with the second wave of return led by Ezra

F. Zerubbabel is a Babylonian name meaning “offspring of Babylon.”  Born in Babylon during the exile, he is listed in the Bible as an ancestor of Jesus Christ (Mt. 1:12–13; Luke 3:27)

Ezra 1:1 - “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying”
· Grammatical Usage: “Word” or in the Hebrew, “Dabar” means, “utterance, business”; “Lord” or “Y@hovah” meaning, “the Existing One”; “spirit” or “Ruwach” meaning, “will”.
· Literal Interpretation: In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order to fulfill the utterance and business of the Lord spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the will of King Cyrus to issue a proclamation throughout his entire kingdom and to put it in writing
II. THE DECREE (1:1-4)

A. The prophecy (1:1): King Cyrus of Persia issues a decree that fulfills a prophecy made by Jeremiah many years earlier
B. The proclamation (1:2-4): Cyrus's decree allows all the Jews in the Persian Empire to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their Temple

III. THE DONATIONS (1:6-11; 2:68-70)

A. Gifts from neighbors (1:6): Many people, probably Jews choosing to stay in Babylon, give the returning Jews gold, silver, and supplies for the journey

B. Gifts from King Cyrus (1:7-11): King Cyrus donates the valuable items that Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple

C. Gifts from family leaders (2:68-70): When the Jews arrive in Jerusalem, some family leaders already living there donate gold, silver, and robes for the Temple and the priests

IV. THE DEDICATED (1:5; 2:1-67): Nearly 50,000 devoted pilgrims return, including priests, Levites, descendants of Solomon's officials, and other Israelites. They bring along 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys

V. THE DETERMINATION (3:1-9): Upon their return the Jews soon accomplish three of their goals:

A. The altar is rebuilt (3:1-3): Daily sacrifices are immediately resumed

B. The Festival of Shelters is observed (3:4-6)

C. The Temple construction is begun (3:7-9): In the second year after the Jews return, they begin rebuilding the Temple, with the Levites in charge

VI. THE DEDICATION (3:10-13): When the Temple foundation is complete, there is a great celebration:
A. The singing (3:10-11): The priests and Levites blow trumpets, clash cymbals, and sing praises to the Lord

B. The sorrow (3:12-13): Some older Jews remember Solomon's glorious Temple and weep over how much this one pales in comparison to it
C. While the temple Zerubbabel helped rebuild paled in comparison to the size and grandeur of Solomon’s, it far outlasted it. In fact, Zerubbabel’s temple was still standing 500 years later when the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, graced its courts
· Conclusion: Again, however dark present times may be, our gracious God has a bright future for His own.  And that future springs exclusively from a right relationship with the Savior.  Sin doesn’t cancel your salvation; but it hinders your spiritual and earthly walk.  As these Jews, embrace God in all His goodness.
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