Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                     August 9, 2020
Judah in Captivity #5: Faith Under Fire (August 9 & 16)
Previously in Daniel 2 Daniel, through the leading of God, rose to the occasion of identifying and interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream resulting in the king’s acknowledgement of Daniel’s God and in his personal elevation within the kingdom. In Daniel 3, Daniel’s faith partners are the next to be tested.
· Contextual/Comparison: The text can be taken personally and prophetically. Our primary focus is the former, but we will note interesting prophetic implications:
I. THEIR TRIAL

   A. Events leading up to it...

      1. Nebuchadnezzar's image, and his command to worship it - 3:1-7
      2. The accusation against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego – 3:8-12
      3. The king's threat of the fiery furnace - 3:13-15
   B. The nature of their trial...

      1. To save their situation

         a. They had been promoted over the affairs of Babylon - 3:12
         b. They would lose their position as well as their lives

      2. To sacrifice their conscience

         a. All they needed to do was to conform outwardly

         b. Of course, that would have meant disobedience to God – Ex. 20:4-5
II. THEIR TESTIMONY

   A. They demonstrate faith...

      1. In the power of God - 3:16-17
         a. That God was able to deliver them from the fiery furnace

         b. If it was His will

      2. In the will of God - 3:18
         a. If it was God's will not to deliver it, so be it!

         b. They would still not worship other gods, nor the gold image!

   B. They determined to serve God no matter what...

      1. Like Job in the midst of his affliction - Job 1:20-21; 13:15
      2. Like Habakkuk who would praise God even in suffering – Hab. 3:17-19
      3. Like the apostles who rejoiced to suffer in His name - Acts 5:27-29
III. THEIR TRIUMPH

   A. The rest of the chapter reveals...

      1. How they were saved in the fiery furnace - 3:19-25
      2. How Nebuchadnezzar was led to bless the true God - 3:26-39
   B. Consider what their trials brought them...

      1. A new sense of freedom!

         a. They entered bound, but were soon seen "loose, walking" 3:23-25
         b. The very thing presumed to destroy them, enabled them to walk freely!

         c. So our own trials can be used to set us truly free! – Jm 1:2-4; Rom 5:3-5
      2. A new source of fellowship!

         a. Note:  There was a fourth person in the fire! - 3:25
         b. The identity of this fourth person: angel or Christ? 

         c. Result: closer communion and fellowship with God!

         d. So our trials can bring us closer to God

            1) As explained by the author of Hebrews – Heb. 12:5-11
            2) As promised by Jesus Himself – Rev. 3:12, 21; 7:13-17
Daniel 3:26: “Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.”
· Grammatical Usage: “servants” or in Aramaic, “`abad” means, “slave”; “most high God” or in Aramaic, “`illay 'elahh” meaning, “highest deity.” 
· Literal Interpretation: Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God (among gods), come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire.
      3. A new opportunity for service!

         a. They were promoted to even higher positions! – Dan. 3:30
         b. Just as Joseph, who in his trials went:

            1) From slave to steward; 

 2) From prisoner to Pharaoh's second hand man!

         c. Our faithfulness in trials leads to greater things! - Mt 25:21; Rev 2:25-27
· Conclusion: How is your faith measuring up?  Committed to THE God of the Bible?  If so, may our faith be like that of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, committed to serving the Lord and demonstrating faith under fire.  
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