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Habakkuk 2:15-17 Woe to the Defiant  
How does God view defiance?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 2:15 “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!”
· Grammatical Usage: “Woe” or “Howy” means, “alas!” (in terms of certain judgment)”;  “neighbor” or in the Hebrew, “Rea`” meaning, “another” in a weaker sense; “drink” or “cupbearer; cause to drink”; “nakedness” or “Ma`owr” meaning, “exposure.”
· Literal Interpretation: You are doomed! In your fury you humiliated and disgraced your weaker neighbors; you made them stagger into subjection as though they were drunk, exposing themselves before the world.
· Contextual/Comparison: The fourth of five ‘woes’ God issues in relation to the Babylonians, Judah and we studying this passage is all about defiance:
V 15: The most devastating aspect of this verse is the last phrase referencing exposure before the world.  There are three persons involved here: Babylon is the influencer; Judah the influenced; and God the offended.  It is essential to understand how Judah became so defiant:
· First, it was not a sudden thing.  Seeds had been planted for years.  Judah’s struggle was long and ultimately catastrophic as Prophets before Habakkuk foretold of the disaster;
· Second, the relationship with God was poisoned by seeds of compromise.  When we compromise we make concessions in our spiritual life – evidenced by how our walk changes;
· Third, seeds of extravagance always follow compromise. Against God and the people, Judah’s elite spent, built and lived extravagantly all the while having forgotten God.  In the journal Solomon kept, Ecclesiastes, we discover that his fast-lane, go-for-broke lifestyle led to cynicism, boredom, and disillusionment. Such is the fruit of extravagance;

· Fourth, there was the seed of unaccountability. The more closely you study the culture’s managerial habits, the more you realize it was never willing to be accountable—especially not to any of the prophets which proved an affront to God Himself;

· Fifth, this led directly to the seeds of idolatry. When harvested, idolatry led to lust and open defiance.  In 1 Kings 11, Solomon was told not to take wives from un-godly nations, and he defied God which resulted in, "his wives turned his heart away" (11:4).
V 16: Shame for glory.  Recall v 14 where God’s “glory” or “kabod” when used in the Old Testament carries the added meaning of His revealed presence.  Put together with a full understanding of the word ‘knowledge’, we see that the whole world will one day have a deep, personal experience with the Lord’s presence.  The devastating aspect of this ‘woe’ is the price of defiance: the exchange of “shame for glory” as in their glory will be their shame:
· Shame always results in a loss of dignity.  Can you imagine the shame and regret Adam and Eve lived with after their sin? Adam and Eve were in a perfect world, had perfect minds and bodies and had perfectly close fellowship with God. When they chose to sin against God, all of God’s creation was made subject to sin’s effects: disease, decay, death, and separation from God.  We know they were ashamed at their nakedness (Genesis 3:10).  Adam and Eve lived out their lives on earth with shame and regret over their loss of innocence and its associated blessings, after all: they remembered paradise – the glory and knowledge of God;

· Shame produces spiritual and emotional pain.  Shame proves a sense of loss, hurt, and devaluation.  We, like Babylon and Judah, defiantly refuse to acknowledge the reality of such pain boasting, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” God’s Word, however, teaches that words, a reflection of our true hearts, injure the innermost part of a person (Proverbs 18:8). Unlike broken skin, a broken spirit does not automatically heal.  Continued defiance of God and His Word manifests itself as it did with Saul: physical pain–heaviness in the chest, upset of the digestive process, headaches, sleep disturbances, essentially the loss of peace…having forfeited the ‘glory and knowledge” of God;
· Shamed people medicate their pain.  We humans lick our spiritual and emotional wounds by medicating our pain through a multitude of means: sports, food, money, sex, television, personal achievements, immoral relationships, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, rage and various other things.  Pain calls for alleviation. If the alleviation itself is sinful then the individual feels guilt which produces more shame-pain which, in turn, calls for more of the addictive substance or practice and so the cycle goes. This is how a person, or a society, becomes compulsive, addicted – lost in defiance.
V 17: Practical devastation.  The physical manifestation of defiance is what makes it undeniable.  Sin-shattered lives ripple thru every aspect of existence reflecting but the nature of the very first sin (Gen. 3:17-19) - the devastation of defiance.
· Conclusion: The challenge is clear: are you in defiance of God?  Consider the pain you have as God’s call back to the ‘glory and knowledge’ only found in Him.
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