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Revelation 22:6-21 Eleven Stirring Facts (Part 2)
Revelation 22:14 - “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
Continuing with eleven critical, key points of Revelation 22, the focus is upon the message which has been unsealed.  What more is there? Are they significant?  Why are they significant?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Commandments” or in the Greek, “Entole” means, “a prescribed rule” or qualifier for a subsequent action.
· Literal Application: “Happy are those who (following 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”) wash their robes so that theirs will be the right to the tree of life and so that they may enter by the gates into the city.”
· Contextual & Comparison: John continues outlining eleven facts related to the final chapter of Revelation:
6. V 14: The message tells us who will be accepted by the Lord.  The difference between the King James Version of this verse and all other Greek translations deals with the misapplication of the concept of “commandment” which was not intended as a works-based interpretation, but a qualifier for salvation which can only be the application of the blood of Christ.  No one is saved based upon works; works are but an evidence of salvation.  Jesus began His ministry with a series of Beatitudes (Mt. 5:1-12) only to close holy writ with another.  The victorious life is found only in Jesus Christ – His righteousness, His blood, His redemption.
7. V 15: The message tells who will be rejected by the Lord.  Here the New Jerusalem is described negatively in terms of the types not to be admitted (see Rev. 21:8).  Those who love and practice lying are described in 1 John 2:22.  The “dogs” are sinful characters (Phil. 3:2), untouched by God.  The passage does not say they are outside the gates of the Holy City, but outside in the lake of fire.
8. V 16: The message is proclaimed by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  This is a forceful statement, emphatically stated so there is no mistake: He is the Author of this Word, and qualified by:  

a. He is the “root and offspring of David.”  This is a poetic reference to the fact that He is the root of all life.  David is underscored given He is the promised Messiah who was to come from the seed and line of David…THE promised Savior and King;
b. He is the “bright and morning Star.”  This means two things: 1) The first star to appear is the brightest star, therefore Jesus Christ is the brightest of all beings in the universe – the very Son of God; 2) this is a prophecy of the Messiah: “There shall come out of Jacob a star” (Numbers 24:17).  Jesus Christ is declaring that He is the promised Messiah, THE star among all the stars of man (Eph. 1:9-10).
9. V 17: The message offers the greatest invitation ever extended to man.  The gospel invitation comes from the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-11), through the lips of saints who are responsive to His leading.  This verse is actually an imperative to start witnessing, inviting the lost to Christ (“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:14).  Not all will come but he who can and wishes to do so (our text) and does (Mt. 11:27-28) will be saved.
10. Vv 18-19: The message must not be tampered with.  Although the warning in Revelation 22:18-19 is specific to the Book of Revelation, the principle applies to anyone who seeks to intentionally distort God's Word. Moses gave a similar warning in Deuteronomy 4:1-2, where he cautioned the Israelites that they must listen to and obey the commandments of the Lord, neither adding to nor taking away from His revealed Word. Proverbs 30:5-6 contains a similar admonition to anyone who would add to God’s words: he will be rebuked and proven to be a liar. Although the warning in Revelation 22:18-19 applies specifically to the Book of Revelation, its principle must be applied to the entire revealed Word of God. We must be careful to handle the Bible with care and reverence so as to not distort its message.
11. Vv 20-21: The message closes with the greatest of all warnings and assurances.  The return of Christ is always presented in Scripture as a great motivation to action, not as a reason to cease from action. In 1 Corinthians 15:58, Paul says, "Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord." To retreat and "hold the fort" was never Jesus' intention for us. Instead, we work. 

· Conclusion: The apostles lived and served with the idea that Jesus could return within their lifetime; what if they had ceased from their labors and just "waited"? They would have been in disobedience to Christ's command to "go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation" (Mark 16:15), and the gospel would not have been spread. The apostles understood that Jesus' imminent return meant they must busy themselves with God's work. They lived life to the fullest, as if every day were their last. We, too, should view every day as a gift and use it to glorify God.  We know not when He comes, but He IS coming.  Praise and pay heed!
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