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Ephesians 6:19-20 Speaking Up
What drives Paul to ‘speak up’?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Ephesians 6:19-20: “And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”
· Grammatical Usage: V 19: “utterance” or in the Greek, “logos” meaning, “word” as in speech, message or discourse; “boldly” or “Parrhesia” meaning, “unreserved; clear; confident”; V 20: “ought” or “Dei” meaning, “necessity; must.”  
· Literal Interpretation: …and for me that the message may be given to me whenever I open my mouth with the result that I may make known without reservation…clearly….confidently the mystery of the gospel.  For the sake of which I am an ambassador in chains, in order that I may speak without reservation as I must speak.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul is now an old man as he testified in Philemon 9: “I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus.”  He has spent most of his adult life in preaching that message which brought him only persecution.  Now he feels the need for special strength that in his last days, he will not lose his courage, but fulfill total his commission to preach the mystery (Eph. 3:4-7) to the Gentiles.  It is interesting to note that what he prays for himself, he prayed also for Timothy (2 Tim. 2:3) and for all the saints which includes you and me.  What has Paul prayed for us?
· Mystery of the Gospel: 
· A “mystery” in the New Testament is something that had at one time been hidden but is now revealed to God’s people. Jesus told His disciples, “And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given” (Mt. 13:11). 
· The apostle Paul often spoke of such “mysteries”: Jesus’ incarnation (1Tim. 3:16), the indwelling of the Spirit (Col. 1:26–27), the unity of the church (Eph. 3:4–6), the rapture (1 Cor. 5:51–52), and the gospel itself (Col. 4:3). All these truths were “hidden” from the prophets of old but have been revealed plainly to us today. They are “mysteries” that are no longer mysterious to the child of God. 
· The “Gospel” is translated “good news.”  Paul had four primary ‘good news’ points he consistently presented:

1. Jesus shed His blood, dying for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pt. 1:18-19).  As Rom. 3:23 tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” The reality of sin needs to be acknowledged by all who approach the throne of God for salvation. A sinner must acknowledge the hopelessness of his guilt before God in order for forgiveness to take place, and he must understand that the “wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).  Without this foundational truth, no gospel presentation is complete;
2. Jesus is our Savior (Acts 5:31).  Jesus is both God (Col. 2:9) and man (Jn. 1:14). Jesus lived the sinless life that we could never live (1 Pt. 2:22), and, because of that, He is the only one who could die a substitutionary death for the sinner. Sin against an infinite God requires an infinite sacrifice. Therefore, either man, who is finite, must pay the penalty for an infinite length of time in hell, or the infinite Christ must pay for it once. Jesus went to the cross to pay the debt we owe to God for our sin, and those who are covered by His sacrifice will inherit the kingdom of God as sons of the King (Jn. 1:12);
3. Jesus was resurrected (1 Cor. 15:2-22).  The resurrection is the proof of the power of God. Only He who created life can resurrect it after death, only He can reverse the hideousness that is death itself, and only He can remove the sting that is death and the victory that is the grave’s (1 Cor. 15:54–55). Further, unlike all other religions, Christianity alone possesses a Founder who transcends death and who promises that His followers will do the same;
4. Jesus offers His salvation as a free gift (Rom. 5:15; 6:23).  As the apostle Paul tells us, the gospel is “the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile” (Rom. 1:16). The same inspired author tells us, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9).
· Boldly speaking out of necessity:

· In the Bible, the Greek word translated “courage” and “good cheer” means literally “boldness and confidence.” We can be confident, courageous, and of good cheer because of Him (Pr. 3:25-26). Here is the promise of God’s superintending care for us, a care not afforded to those who reject Him. 
· Open my mouth (Mk. 13:11).  Paul’s witness would have been ineffective without the filling, power and provision of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).  Rejected, assaulted, practically destitute…yet Paul was without reservation.
· Conclusion: Just as he challenged the Ephesians, so Paul challenges us: speak up for your Savior.  Be the light on a hill…tell of His wonderful mercies…the joy unspeakable…the forgiveness we have in Jesus.  Bless God with your witness!
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