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Ephesians 6:6 Christians & Submission
Ephesians 6:6 - “Not with eye-service, as men pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;”
What is submission for a Christian? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “eyeservice” or in the Greek, “Ophthalmodouleia” meaning, “service in sight of a master or authority”; “men pleasers” or “currying favoritism”; “servants” or “Doulos” meaning, “bondsman; slave”; “heart” or “Psuche” meaning, “seat of human cognition and understanding.”
· Literal Interpretation: …not with diligence only because you are being watched (by men), to curry favor with men, but as slaves of Christ, always doing the will of God from a changed understanding and renewed convictions.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul continues to address those bondservants or slaves in the Ephesian fellowship, quickly identifying with them and, having identified with them, underscores every believers service in Christ:
· Paul said he was a “slave” to Christ.  In ancient times, slaves were purchased or born into a slave family, some slaves had developed such a close and loving relationship with the master’s family that they wanted to continue serving, even when they could go free. That’s the idea Paul and others were conveying when they referred to themselves as servants of Christ. The Lord has bought us with a high price (1 Corinthians 6:20), and those who come to know Him desire to abandon all rights to Him and choose to serve Him faithfully.

· A servant of Christ knows who is the King. Servants of Christ die daily to sin and fleshly desires, allowing Christ’s life to flow through them (Galatians 2:20).

· To be a servant of Christ is to seek His will in all things. Our primary desire every day, as servants of Christ, is to honor and glorify the One who bought our freedom from sin (1 Corinthians 10:31); dying to ourselves (Luke 9:23), renouncing our right to direct our own lives (Luke 6:46), seeking ways to bring our Master pleasure (Psalm 37:23; Proverbs 11:20). Just as a master took on the responsibility of caring for his bondservants, so our Lord does when we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness (Mt. 6:33; Phil. 4:19).

· Our Master, Jesus, has given us instructions in His Word and expects those who profess His name to know them. While He has specific jobs for each of us according to the gifts and opportunities He provides, some requirements are universal for anyone called to be a servant of Christ:
· Continue in faith (Colossians 1:21-23)
· Destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God (2 Corinthians 10:5)
· Take every thought captive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5)

· Pursue holy living (1 Peter 1:14–16)

· Daily crucify the lusts of the flesh (Romans 6:1–6)
· Love brothers and sisters in the faith (1 John 3:14–15)

· Store up treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19–20)

· Eagerly await the Master’s return (Revelation 22:20; 2 Timothy 4:8)

· Servants of Christ do their work humbly and selflessly, desiring only to please their benevolent Master. There’s no pretension, no self-importance, in true servanthood. Jesus reminds us of the lowly place a servant occupies: “You also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty’” (Luke 17:10).
· In fact, God shows favor to the ones who delight in, connect with, and give honor to Him (Isaiah 66:2; Second Chronicles 16:9).  The Lord invites us to seek His favor (Psalm 119:58, 135; 2 Kings 13:4; Jeremiah 26:19; Zephaniah 2:3). When we seek His favor, we humble our hearts before Him (2 Kings 22:19); seek Him for Himself, not just for the blessings He gives (Jeremiah 29:13); and arrange our lives around loving Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27). We seek first His kingdom and righteousness (Matthew 6:33).  Those who are favored of God know that God is with them and that nothing can happen to them apart from His good purpose (Romans 8:28). They have His ear as they walk through dark valleys (Psalm 34:15) and know that their struggle to remain true to Him will not go unrewarded (Matthew 10:42; Revelation 2:10). In addition to outward evidences, God’s favor can be felt in the spirit. When we have the favor of the Lord, we rest in quiet confidence that our sins are forgiven (Romans 4:7), we are within the plan of God (Psalm 86:11), and that He is there for us at all times (Isaiah 41:10; Matthew 28:20). We walk with God as with our closest friend. We begin to see and appreciate the little blessings that God provides for our enjoyment—blessings that we once took for granted.
· Conclusion: Servants of Christ consider their lives on earth as a brief time of preparation for eternity. The hardships and struggles we face while in the flesh will be far outmatched by the glory and reward awaiting us.  What is awaiting you?   Who is your master?  Any other than Christ is to be lost forevermore.  
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