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Ephesians 5:15 Our Walk
Ephesians 5:15 - “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise”
What is it to ‘walk’ with God?  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Walk” or in the Greek, “Peripateo” means, “regulate, conduct, progress”; “circumspectly” or “Akribos” means, “carefully, diligently”; “fools” or “Asophos” meaning, “without regard”; “wise” or “Sophos” meaning, “skilled, cultivated.”
· Literal Interpretation: So be very careful about how you behave.  Do not walk without regard (of God), but as skilled and cultivated (in the ways of God).
· Contextual/Comparison: There are several people described as “walking with God” in the Bible, beginning with Enoch in Genesis 5:24 who is the first to have been given this privilege due to being a man who walked faithfully with God and pleased God (Hebrews 11:5).  Noah is also described as "a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God” (Genesis 6:9). 
“See”: Micah 6:8 gives us a glimpse into God's desire for us: "He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." Walking with God is not an activity reserved for a select few but for all God’s children.

“Walk”: When we enter into an intimate heart relationship with God through faith in His Son (Hebrews 10:22), He becomes our heart's greatest desire. Knowing Him, hearing His voice, sharing our hearts with Him, and seeking to please Him become our all-consuming focus. He becomes everything to us. Meeting with Him is not an activity reserved for Sunday morning. We live to fellowship with Him. A. W. Tozer states that the goal of every Christian should be to "live in a state of unbroken worship." This is only possible when we prioritize walking with God.

“Circumspectly”: Many people attempt to walk with God, but they bring along unwise habits: sins, worldly entertainments, or unhealthy relationships. They know these things are not God's choice for them, but they pretend everything is fine. The relationship is not satisfying to either them or God. 
· To walk with God means that you and God are in agreement about your life. “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3); 
· To walk with God means you have aligned your will with His and seek every day to consider yourself "crucified with Christ" (Galatians 2:20); 
· You don't have to be perfect, as none of us are (Romans 3:10); 
· But your heart's desire is to be pleasing to God, and you are willing to let His Spirit conform you to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29);
“Fools”: When the Bible speaks of "walking," it often refers to a lifestyle. We can walk in the ways of the world as well (2 Kings 8:27; Ephesians 2:2; Colossians 3:5-11). Characteristics of fools include: atheism (Ps. 53:1); slander (Pr. 10:18); mocking sin (Pr. 14:9); despising instruction (Pr. 15:5); contentiousness (Pr. 18:6); meddlesomeness (Pr. 20:3); self-confidence (Pr. 28:26; Ecl. 7:9); dishonesty (Jer. 17:11; Mt. 7:26); hypocrisy (Lk. 11:39, 40; Eph. 5:15).
“Wise”: In the New Testament, walking with God is often called "walking in the Spirit" (Galatians 5:16; Romans 8:4). To walk with God means we:

· choose to glorify Him in every way we can, regardless of personal cost. And there is a cost. Walking with God means we cannot also walk with evil people as companions (Psalm 1:1-3). 

· choose the narrow road over the broad way to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14). We don't live to please our sinful flesh (Romans 13:14). We seek to eliminate from our lives everything that does not enhance our walk with Him (Hebrews 12:2). We apply 1 Corinthians 10:31 literally: "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God." God’s ways are reflected in our thoughts, our actions, our motivations, and our life choices because we spend so much time with Him.

It is not difficult to identify people who walk with God:

· Their lives are a stark contrast to the world around them, like stars in a nighttime sky (Philippians 2:15). 
· They produce the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) rather than the fruit of fleshly desire (Galatians 5:19-21). 
· Theirs’s is confidence and boldness.  In Acts 4:13 Peter and John had been arrested for preaching and were brought before the authorities. "The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus." 
· When we walk with God every day, the world cannot help but recognize that, in spite of our imperfections and lack of knowledge in some areas, we have been with Jesus.
· Conclusion: God walks with us before He works through us.  Jesus confides His kingdom purposes only to His friends (John 15:15).  Where are you with Jesus?  How is your walk?  Your answer tells us both whether you are wise or foolish.
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