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Ephesians 5:19 Worship in Song
Ephesians 5:19 - “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
How does a Christian worship in song?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Melody” or “Psallo” means, “heart felt; celebrate; praise.”
· Literal Interpretation: …communicating with one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, by singing and playing musical instruments in heart felt celebration to the Lord.
· Contextual/Comparison: It is no accident that as Paul instructs us as to our walk with the Lord (v 15), sensitizing us for the moments of service which God ordains for each of us (v 16), careful to realize the will of the Lord in our lives because of our walk and sensitivity to His will (v 17), not allowing excessive behavior or habitually poor conduct to interfere with our walk or another’s walk with God (v 18), now we are aligned in unity which bursts into song – glorifying God (v 19).  


Music finds its highest purpose when used as a tool to extoll the greatness of God. It can console, encourage, teach those in a right relationship with God, and even admonish those who are away from God.  Music is a biblical way of expressing our worship of the Lord. Spiritual music gives voice to our joy and adoration unlike anything else.

· A Spirit-filled person (v 18b) is a singing person.  Musical ability has little to do with it. God created us to find great spiritual expression through music (Psalm 135:3; Judges 5:3). Scripture is filled with music, and God delights when we use it to worship Him (Dt. 31:19; Psalm 33:2; 149:3) as psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are the natural expression of our hearts.
· The book of Psalms is the collection of songs written under the direction of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21) by ancient Jewish leaders such as David, Moses, and Solomon. These inspired songs were part of the Hebrew Scriptures and used in corporate worship. The word psalm means “praise.” Although many of the psalms are cries for help, laments over Israel, or questions about God’s plan, the major theme in all of them is worship. Even when the psalmist was crying out his questions or frustrations to the Lord, he usually ended with a call to praise God in spite of everything (Psalm 42:11; 43:5; 71:13–14). The psalms have a timeless quality and are as relevant to our lives as those of old.  
· A hymn is a song that gives praise, honor, or thanksgiving to God. Unlike psalms, hymns are not written by divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit and are not considered part of Scripture. However, they incorporate portions of Scripture and are filled with rich doctrinal truth. Hymns are often metrical poems arranged to be sung corporately. Hymns were part of Jewish worship; Jesus and His disciples sang a hymn (Matthew 26:30).
· The term spiritual songs is more general. Believers are to express their faith in song—but not just any song; Scripture indicates the songs of believers must be “spiritual.” That is, the songs of the church deal with spiritual themes. They can praise God, teach a doctrine, encourage the body, or prompt others toward love and good works. A spiritual song might express the joy of one’s salvation, revel in the grace of Christ, or exalt the greatness and power of God—in short, addressing a wide variety of sacred themes.
· Instruments are part of worship.  Musical instruments were definitely used in worship in the Old Testament (Psalm 81:2; cf. 98:5; 150:4).  While the Bible does not specifically mention drums, it does mention other percussion instruments (Psalm 68:25; Ezra 3:10).  Paul, speaking from a Jewish perspective, having not provided specific instruction regarding instruments is rightly interpreted as continuing with the Old Testament precedent.
Seven Tests for Godly Music:
1. Is it orderly? “Let all things be done decently and in order” (I Corinthians  14:40)

2. Is it glorifying God? “Do all to the glory of God” (I Corinthians 10:31)

3. Is it true to God’s Word? “God is not the author of confusion” (I Corinthians 14:33) 

4. Is it edifying or just entertaining? “Let all things be done unto edifying” (I Corinthians 14:26)

5. Is it enlightening to the mind? “I will sing with the understanding [mind] also” (Psalm 46:7; I Corinthians 14:7)

6. Is it appealing to the flesh? “The flesh lusts against the Spirit” (Gal. 5:17)

7. Is it worship fit for the presence of God? “Come before His presence with singing” (Psalm 100:2)  

· Conclusion: Music: the test of your heart - Godly…or not?  
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