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Ephesians 5:11- Exposing Ungodliness
Ephesians 5:11 - “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.”
Exposure of sin is guaranteed.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Unfruitful” or in the Greek, “Akarpos” meaning, “barren”; “darkness” or “Skotos” meaning, “ignorance; ungodliness”; “reprove” or “Elegcho” meaning, “expose.”
· Literal Interpretation: And stop participating in the ignorant activities that ungodliness produces, but rather expose them.
· Contextual/Comparison: A prohibition and a command begin this sentence: “Stop participating” (present indicative).  Then an injunction and a mandate for the second part of the sentence: “but expose them” (again present indicative).  Two key points from this verse:
1. Ungodliness: The Bible talks of “the ungodly” as those who are separated from God, their condition being polluted with sin. To be ungodly is to:

· act in a way that is contrary to the nature of God
· actively oppose God in disobedience
· demonstrate an irreverent disregard for God. 
Jude refers to false teachers as ungodly, listing their characteristics: 
· They pervert the grace of God into a license for immorality, and they deny Jesus Christ as the only Sovereign and Lord (Jude 1:4); 

· Later, Jude mentions the “ungodly acts” of the wicked and “defiant words” that the ungodly speak against God (v 15); 

· The ungodly are also characterized as “grumblers and faultfinders” who selfishly follow “their own evil desires,” boast and flatter (v 16); 

· The ungodly scoff at the truth of God and attempt to divide churches (vv  18–19).
Amazingly, Jesus sacrificed Himself for the ungodly. Romans 5:6, 8 says, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. . . . God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God justifies the ungodly (Romans 4:5), clothing them with the righteousness of Christ and enabling them to “live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way” (Colossians 1:10).
Yet our growth in Christ…our ‘sanctification’ is progressive. That is, even though we are saved and justified in Christ, we sometimes still act in ungodly ways. Why?  Because we are still in the process of being transformed into His image (Rom. 8:29–30; 2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 1:6). We are declared righteous before God but are still being made holy in practical terms. In short, we still sin which is why Scripture says we should confess our sin and trust God’s forgiveness (1 Jn. 1:8–9). Remember, nothing can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ (Rom. 8:31–39) which is why we are no longer numbered among the ungodly, even though we still fight our fleshly urges and sometimes act in ungodly ways.
2. Exposure of sin: Scripture tells us "God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). No sin—not even a whispered curse or a fleeting evil thought—is hidden from the view of God. In fact, if we realized that God himself is the only audience for such secret sins, we might be less inclined to write them off so lightly.  The Bible declares that God will one day judge the secrets of every heart (Rom. 2:16). He "will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil" (Ecl. 2:14).  Not only that, secret sins will not remain secret. "The Lord [will] bring to light the things hidden in the darkness" (1 Cor. 4:5). Jesus said, "There is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms shall be proclaimed upon the housetops" (Luke 12:2-3).  Consequently:
· Exposure is inevitable: Numbers 32:23; Job 20:27; Proverbs 26:26; Ecclesiastes 12:14; Luke 12:2; 1 Corinthians 4:5
· Rendered Doubly Certain by God's Infinite Knowledge: Job 10:14; Job 14:16; Jeremiah 2:22; 16:17; Ezekiel 11:5; Hosea 7:2; Amos 5:12
· No Matter How Committed, Sin will be Exposed:
Like the sin of Cain done in secret: Genesis 4:8-10
Like the sin of Esau done by impulse: Gen. 25:32, 33; Heb. 12:16, 17
Like the sin of Joseph's Brethren, years before it’s discovered: Gen. 42:21
Like the sin of Achan, it may be well covered up: Joshua 7:21
Like the sin of Samson, it may be done reluctantly: Judges 16:16, 17
Like the sin of Ahab, it may be prompted by others: 1 Kings 21:7, 20
Like the sin of Belshazzar, done under strong drink: Daniel 5:1, 2; 27
Like the sin of Herod, the result of a foolish promise: Matthew 14:6-10
Like the sin of Judas, have the approval of an authority: Mark 14:10, 11
Like the sin of Pilate, it may be done to gratify the public: Mark 15:15
Like the sin of the Jews, it may be done in ignorance: Luke 23:34
· Conclusion: We expose sin by living for God.  For whom are you living?
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