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Ephesians 4:8-10 Christ’s Work
Ephesians 4:8 - “Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.”
  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “ascended” or in the Greek, “Anabaino” literally means, “to go up, to rise, to spring up”; “captivity” or “to make imprison, imprisonment”; “gifts” or “bestow”.
· Literal Application: “Therefore he said, ‘As He went up to the heights He took with Him those imprisoned and imprisonment itself.  He gave bestowed talents to men.’”
· Contextual/Comparison: In V 7, Paul makes the case of spiritual gifts Christ bestows to his followers.  In Vv 8-10, Paul underscores that these gifts are not toys with which we play.   If they are not used in love, they become weapons used to fight, which is what happened in the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 12-14).  Hence Paul underscores the cost at which these gifts have been obtained:
V 8: Paul quotes Psalm 68:18, applying to Jesus Christ a victory song written by David.  Applied to Jesus Himself, this underscores two distinct aspects:
· Jesus’ Resurrection.  
· When Christ arose, His body got up and out of Joseph’s tomb and His soul came up from Paradise, where He had gone with the saved thief who, at the very last moment, had confessed Him on the cross (Lk. 23:43).  In every sense, Jesus ascended to heaven as Victor forevermore.  The picture here is of a military conqueror leading his captives and sharing the spoils with his followers.  Only in this case, the “captives” are not his enemies, but His own;
· Faithful freed.  Note that sinners who once were imprisoned by sin and Satan have been (1) personally set free as well as (2) broken away from the concept of this imprisonment itself forever due exclusively to the work of Christ.  This is the exactly what Paul wrote to the Galatians: “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1).  

· Only this verse refers to Jesus gathering all the redeemed who were in paradise and took them to their permanent dwelling in heaven. That is, after securing their salvation on the cross, Jesus brought Abraham, David, Joshua, Daniel, the beggar Lazarus, the thief on the cross, and everyone else who had previously been justified by faith, and led them from Hades to their new spiritual home (bodies to follow).
· Gifts Bestowed.

· The last sentence of V 8 is for those left on earth following Jesus’ ascension – then and to whom Christ’s gifts were bestowed.  A spiritual gift is a God-given ability to serve God and other Christians in such a way that Christ is glorified and believers edified.  
V 9, 10: Paul clarifies for the Jews while defining for the Gentiles the resurrection.
· The Sadducees rejected a belief in the resurrection of the dead (Mt. 22:23; Mark 12:18–27; Acts 23:8), but the Pharisees did believe in the resurrection. The Sadducees denied the afterlife, holding that the soul perished at death, but the Pharisees believed in an afterlife and in an appropriate reward and punishment for individuals. The Sadducees rejected the idea of an unseen, spiritual world, but the Pharisees taught the existence of angels and demons in a spiritual realm.
· Nowhere in the Bible are we told that Jesus visited hell. The idea that Jesus went to hell in order to continue His suffering is unbiblical; His suffering ended when He said, “It is finished” upon the cross (John 19:30).
· The Old Testament believers went to a place of comfort and rest called “paradise” when they died. The Old Testament taught life after death and that everyone who departed from this life went to a place of conscious existence. The general term for this place was Sheol, which could be translated “the grave” or “the realm of the dead.” The wicked were there (Ps. 9:17; 31:17; 49:14; Is. 5:14), and so were the righteous (Gen. 37:35; Job 14:13; Ps. 6:5; 16:10; 88:3; Is. 38:10).  The New Testament equivalent of Sheol is Hades. Luke 16:19–31 shows that, prior to Christ’s resurrection, Hades was divided into two realms: a place of comfort where Lazarus was (Abraham’s bosom or Abraham’s side) and a place of torment where the rich man was (hell). Lazarus’s place of comfort is elsewhere called “paradise” (Luke 23:43).  There was NO crossing over.
· Conclusion: Our text finds Jesus did two things: He comforted the departed saints and brought them to their everlasting home, and He proclaimed His victory, equipping the Saints left on earth. Also, what we know for sure is that Jesus was not giving anyone a second chance for salvation; the unsaved face judgment after death (Hebrews 9:27), not a second chance. When resurrected, where will you be?
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