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Ephesians 4:7 Christ’s Gift
Ephesians 4:7 - “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”
We know salvation to be a gift from God.  What else is there?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Every” or in the Greek, “Hekastos” means, “each”; “one” or “Heis” means, “one” (numeral); “grace” or “Charis” meaning, “joy, pleasure, fulfillment”; “measure” or “Metron” meaning, “determined measure”; “gift” or “Dorea” meaning, “bestowed”.
· Literal Application:  But fulfillment was given to each one of us according to the determined measure of Christ's bestowed gift.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul begins to show the means by which our Lord, the Head of the Body, will achieve the harmony which he cites in Vv 1-3; 13:
1. Each individual in the Body has a part to play.  This is personal.  It was grace that gave us our place in the Body originally (Eph.1:4; 2:4-9; 1 Cor. 12:13) which proved unbelievably generous.  Jesus is as gracious as He needed to be in order to make each of us, fit and just subjects for hell, members of His body.  But in addition to the gift of salvation He has arranged to give each of us a gift for our use in service to Him.
2. Each individual has predestined work.  In Ephesians 2:10 we find the fact that each organ of His Body has been assigned specific good works which can be done best only by you and me.  This is the “determined measure” which we have individually been gifted.
3. This fact adds dignity and status to every child of God.  Free is the misperception and misunderstanding resulting in the mischaracterization of our actions and persons (Mark 12:41-44).

4. No Christian can say that he/she is not important in and to the Kingdom of God.  Building upon the widow’s mite as well as others who may be considered, harshly by the spiritually incoherent, as ‘bit’ players like Simeon, Anna, Zacchaeus – these are not ‘bit’ players but useful to God in their roles.
5. God equips us.  Now that we’ve learned that God has not only assigned to each of us a specific set of services to perform for Him, He also equips us with the necessary skills (gifts) without which we would be unable to perform His will.  Note in our verse, these are “bestowed” from God which keeps us from self-glorification.
6. Some reject the gift.  There are those who decline service citing no talents.  Though some may believe they are poverty stricken in gifts, it is likely that most Christians who talk like this are (1) rationalizing their unwillingness to serve the Lord or (2) rejecting the assignment which God has given them for which they are equipped.  Either way they are frustrated spiritually, emotionally, physically and psychologically – the exact opposite of “grace” translated as “fulfilled.”  
7. Our responsibility lies in working for the Lord.  Whether it is in “looking after orphans or widows in distress” (James 1:27), giving to the hungry, the naked, visiting those in prison (Matt. 25:35-36), serving in our workplace (Col. 3:22), or doing whatever we do (Col. 3:23) these are opportunities ordered by God who ordains the steps of the righteous (Ps. 37:23). 
8. Our motivation is that we have God’s own promise that our work “is not in vain” in the Lord “since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Col. 3:24).
9. Our responsibilities have everlasting consequences.  In 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle Paul explains that, because of these promises of a future resurrection and of living everlastingly in the kingdom, believers have not only the motivation but also eternal responsibilities for our lives here on earth.  The influence of others proves at stake; therefore the work of others prove stake; therefore the rewards of others prove at stake; therefore, ultimately, the advancement of the Kingdom of God is at stake.  
10. It is our reasonable service.  Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.”  
· Conclusion: Giving ourselves to God is our spiritual act of worship (the Greek word for “spiritual” can also be translated "reasonable"). It’s only reasonable that we would serve the God who has provided the greatest service of all: salvation from sin and self and everlasting life with Him.  Surrender and serve Him today.
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