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Ephesians 4:13 Unity of the Faith
Ephesians 4:13 - “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”
How do we achieve unity?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Unity” or in the Greek, “Henotes” meaning, “agreement”; “faith” or “Pistis” meaning, “conviction of the truth”; “knowledge” or “Epignosis” meaning, “precise, correct understanding (more than data); “perfect” or “Teleios” meaning, “complete, total”; “fullness” or “Pleroma” meaning, “completeness, abundance.”
· Literal Application: Until we all attain the agreement that grows out of the conviction of truth and from the superior, precise understanding of the Son of God, resulting in a totally complete man who measures up to the stature of the completeness and abundance of Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Having addressed the work of evangelists who handoff converts to pastors, Paul continues the progression of the Spirit’s work in the local fellowship providing a positive description of the unity in the Body of Christ until our Lord’s goal is finally attained as to our completeness in Him: 
· Until: the idea of the first phrase of  V 13 (in the subjunctive, indefinite temporal clause) does not mean Paul doubts our future complete unity, only that he doesn’t know when it will be achieved.  
· The first thing we need to understand about God’s timing is that it is perfect, just as all of God’s ways are perfect (Psalm 18:30).  God’s timing is never early, and it’s never been late.
· Patience is a spiritual fruit (Gal. 5:22), and Scripture makes it clear that God is pleased with us when we display this virtue: “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him” (Ps. 37:7) and our patience often reveals the degree of trust we have in God’s timing.
· Our ability to wait on the Lord is largely related to how much we trust Him. When we trust in God with all of our heart, forgoing reliance on our own, often erroneous understanding of circumstances, He will indeed give us direction (Proverbs 3:5-6).
· Unity: agreement among individuals who have a common interest: “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1)

· In Jesus’ high priestly prayer, He asked that His followers would demonstrate unity to the world (John 17:21)
· Peter urged believers to be “like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble” (1 Peter 3:8)
· A lack of unity is damaging: “If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other” (Gal. 5:15).
· We are never to compromise with sin (and the purveyors of sin) in order to get along (Acts 5:29), but, in every other way, Christians should be models of unity.
· Faith and Knowledge: The cultural dichotomy between faith and science is false.

· True science supports the existence and work of God. Psalm 19:1 says, "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands."
· God is the link between knowledge and understanding (Ps. 82:5; 2 Timothy 3:7);

· Faith causes believers to seek understanding for the joy of knowing God and loving Him with, “…all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Mt. 22:37).

· Complete man: A true man is someone who has “put away childish things” (1 Corinthians 13:11). 
· A true man understands God’s ways are always right (Ps. 145:17)

· A true man stands firm in his testimony (Ps. 96:3)
· A true man has godly courage, loves the Lord, life, and those whom the Lord has entrusted to his care (1 Cor. 16:13-14; 1 Tim. 5:8)
· Fullness of Christ: 
· Like Christ, the godly man will shun sin and follow after righteousness, keep God’s law and live to accomplish God’s will, whatever the cost (Isaiah 50:7). 
· He will be a man of the Word (Psalm 119:11)
· He will be a man of prayer (Mark 1:35). 
· He will endure opposition and never lose heart (Hebrews 12:3)
· Conclusion: Our call is to be more Christlike (Rom. 8:29): to know Jesus as savior (Jn. 3:16); grow in His grace & knowledge (2 Pt. 3:18).  Answered the call?
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