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Ephesians 4:1 Walking with God
Ephesians 4:1 - “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,”
What about walking with God?  What does this entail?  Is this mandatory?  What happens if I choose not to?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Beseech” or in the Greek, “Parakaleo” means, “to admonish and exhort”; “walk” or “Peripateo” means, “regulate and conduct”; “vocation” or “Klesis” meaning, “calling.”
· Literal Application: Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, admonish you to conduct yourselves, regulating your life in a manner worthy of the calling by which you have been called,
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul makes a decisive transition in Ephesians 4, moving from what we have been provided in Christ (Ch. 1-3) to what our responsibilities are in Christ (Ch. 4-6).  In fact “walk,” used by Paul to talk about our life responsibilities and choices, is the key word in the last half of Ephesians.  Verse 1 lays the lifestyle foundation of every believer:
· “Therefore” is Paul’s cue that everything covered in Ch.1-3 is now our responsibility.  He said the same thing to the Romans (Rom. 12:1-2). 
· Specifically, the Christian life is not based on ignorance but knowledge of who God is, what He has done for us which leads to obedience regarding our Biblical duties.  When people say, “Don’t talk to me about doctrine – just let me live my Christian life” they reveal ignorance of how the Holy Spirit works: “Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual” (1 Corinthians 2:12-13); 
· In Ephesians 6:17, the Spirit uses His “sword which is the Word of God”;
· “We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19).
· “Beseech” indicates that God, in love, urges us to live for His glory.  He does not say, as He did to Old Testament Jews, “If you obey Me, I will bless you,” (Deut. 11:27; 28:2; 30:16).  Rather, He says, “I have already blessed you – now, in response to my love and grace, obey me.”  In short, live up to the calling of Christ.
· The “name it and claim it” or “prosperity gospel” is not biblical and is in many ways antithetical to the true gospel message and the clear teaching of Scripture.  The roots of the Word of Faith movement have more in common with new age metaphysics than with biblical Christianity. Faith becomes a force whereby we can get what we want rather than an abiding trust in God as to what HE wants, even during times of trials and suffering;

· If materialism was ever to satisfy anyone, it would have been Solomon, the richest king the world has ever known. He had absolutely everything and had more of it than anyone, and yet he found it was all worthless and futile.  In the end, Solomon came to the conclusion that we are to “fear God, and keep His commandments. For this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).
· Christians can be carnal.  The word "carnal" (KJV) is translated from the Greek word “sarkikos”, which literally means "fleshly." This descriptive word is seen in the context of Christians in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. In this passage, the apostle Paul is addressing the readers as "brothers," a term he uses almost exclusively to refer to other Christians; he then goes on to describe them as "carnal." Therefore, we can conclude that Christians can be carnal.  Christians who become carnal in their behavior can expect God to lovingly discipline them (Hebrews 12:5-11) so they can be (1) restored to close fellowship with Him and (2) be trained to obey Him. God's desire in saving us is that we would progressively grow closer to the image of Christ (Romans 12:1-2), becoming increasingly spiritual and decreasingly carnal, a process known as sanctification. Until we are delivered from our sinful flesh, there will be outbreaks of carnality. For a genuine believer in Christ, though, these outbreaks of carnality will be the exception, not the rule.
· God does command us to “walk” with Him (Deut. 8:6; Eph. 2:10). See “Walking with God” supplement.
· Conclusion: How is your walk with God?  Do you have one?  If so, are you sensitive to the Spirit’s leading, or not so much?  God knows, and so do you.
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