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Ephesians 3:9-10 Mission of the Church
Ephesians 3:10 - “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,”
How important and what is the reach of the Church?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Principalities” or in the Greek, “Arche” meaning, “magistracy” referring to that of angels and demons; “powers” or “Exousia” meaning, “spiritual potentates”; “church” or “Ekklesia” meaning, “believers assembly”; “wisdom” or “Sophia” meaning, “knowledge of diverse matters; right and wrong.”
· Literal Application: …the purpose being that now there might be revealed to the magistracy of angels and demons, spiritual potentates, in the superheavenlies, through the agency of the assembled believers, the complex character of God’s revelation on diverse matters, including right and wrong.
· Contextual/Comparison: In the process of explaining the ‘mystery’ of salvation offered to Jew and Gentile, Paul underscored two incredible truths:
V 9: Paul had a dual commission: to preach (V 8) and to teach (V 9) in relation to the mystery given it had been hidden by God until then.  Here, Paul asserts that God has had a plan; is implementing the plan; is in complete control of His plan.  The sovereignty of God is being underscored.  
God’s sovereignty is a natural consequence of His omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence.  God is described in the Bible as all-powerful and all-knowing (Ps. 147:5), outside of time (Ex. 3:14; Ps. 90:2), and responsible for the creation of everything (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1). These divine traits set the minimum boundary for God’s sovereign control in the universe, which is to say that nothing in the universe occurs without God’s permission.
In our text, Paul asserts that at this given point in the time/space continuum God has decided to reveal the mystery of salvation offered to all regardless of heritage.   Jesus spoke of the gradual unfolding of revelation with His figure, “first the blade, then the ear; after that the full corn in the ear” (Mk. 4:26-29).  This is not to say Gentiles were not saved before Paul as Romans 2:12-15 demonstrates.  “Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too” (Romans 3:29).  It is to say that it was not until God’s revelation via Paul was it made plain that people in Christ, Jews and Gentiles, were destined to be together on equal terms.
V 10: The church is God’s vehicle to disseminate His wisdom.  The church is a creation of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 3:9, 17; 15:9), founded and owned by Jesus Christ—“I will build My church” (Mt. 16:18)—and directed and energized by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 10:17; 12:5–27; Rom. 12:4–5).  God’s mission for the church:
1. Make disciples (Mt. 28:19–20a).  As the church makes disciples, people can admire, worship, trust, follow, and obey Jesus as their Savior and Lord. Our joyful mission is to put Him on display to every nation.  No one else has this call.  Jesus Christ designed His Church to showcase God’s family on earth, so that the pagan world can see how God builds His family around Jesus Christ and how that family cares for one another (see Mark 3:35 and John 13:35).
2. Glorify Christ. Paul wrote, “In Christ we were also chosen … in order that we … might be for the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:11–12).  In His church, Christ shows the world what a freed and forgiven people are—people fulfilled in Christ.  His values are the church’s values. He expects its lifestyle to reflect His character (2 Cor. 6:14—7:1; Eph. 5:23–32; Col. 1:13, 18; 1 Tim. 3:15). 

3. Build up the saints. The church is to encourage and comfort its individual members (1 Thes, 5:11; 2 Cor. 13:11). “There should be no division in the body, but . . . its parts should have equal concern for each other” (2 Cor. 2:25). Jesus is the chief cornerstone, and the church is likened to a building “joined together and [rising] to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit” (Eph. 2:19–22; see also 4:4–25). 
Finally, the church is educating the administrative powers of the spiritual realm.  Peter tells us angels are curious about God’s plan of salvation (1 Pt. 1:10-12).  Angels rejoice at a repenting sinner (Lk. 15:10), watch the activities of the local assembly (1 Cor. 11:10) and, in fact, we are a spectacle to them (1 Cor. 4:9).  Why?  They learn, “the manifold wisdom of God” from us, the church.  Man is a creation superior to them, created in God’s very image, so much so that Christ died for us…but not them.  This “spectacle” is viewed by the kingdom of evil too.  
· Conclusion: How are you viewed in the spiritual realm?  A child of Christ or wayward soul?  Do you know Jesus as Savior?  How about it Christian, identifying more with Kingdom of God or evil?  Know the wisdom of God.
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