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Ephesians 2:17 Peace
Ephesians 2:17 - “And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.”
Peace is something everyone wants, yet few seem to find. What is peace?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Preached” or in the Greek, “Euaggelizo” meaning, “proclaim good news”; “peace” or “Eirene” means, “salvation; tranquility.”
· Literal Application: And he came and proclaimed the good news of salvation and tranquility to you who were far off (Gentiles) and peace to those who were near (Jews).
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul, having covered the nature of Jesus Himself as the Christ, underscored His innocent shed blood, the redeemer hanging upon the cross proves the formula of God to reestablish what was lost in Genesis 3: peace between man and his Creator.  
Various forms of the word peace are found 429 times in the King James Version of the Bible. There are different types of peace, including false peace, inner peace, peace with God and peace with man.  In the Old Testament, the primary Hebrew word for “peace” is ‘shalom’, and it refers to relationships between people (Gen.  34:21), nations (1 Kings 5:12), and God with men (Ps. 85:8). Peace is a desired status in each of these arenas, and shalom is often tied to a covenant or a promise kept. A familiar friend (literally, “friend of my peace” in Ps. 41:9) is one with whom you would be at ease, a trusted companion. “Peace” was the standard greeting (1 Sam. 25:6), still used in many cultures today. 

Peace is directly related to the actions and attitudes of individuals; but it is ultimately a gift from God (Is. 45:7; Lev. 26:6; John 14:27). The presence of peace indicates God's blessing on man's obedience (Is. 32:17; Malachi 2:5) and faith (Is. 26:3). There is no peace for the wicked (Is. 48:22).
In the New Testament, the primary Greek word for “peace” is ‘eirene’, and it refers to rest and tranquility. A key focus of peace in the New Testament is the advent of Jesus Christ, as announced by the angels in Luke 2:14 (“Peace on earth . . .”). Isaiah had predicted the Messiah would be the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6), and He is called the Lord of Peace in 2 Thessalonians 3:16. It is through Christ’s work of justification that we can have peace with God (Rom. 5:1), and that peace will keep our hearts and minds secure (Phil. 4:7).
Believers have an obligation to “let the peace of God rule” in their hearts (Col. 3:15). Peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22). When the “God of all peace” comes to live inside a believing heart (1 Cor. 6:19), He begins to produce His own characteristics in that life:

· Inner peace comes from knowing that circumstances are temporary and that God is sovereign over all (Is. 46:9–11);
· Peace comes from exercising faith in the character of God and His Word (Mt. 4:4);
· We can have peace in the midst of challenges when we remember that “all things work together for the good to those who love God and are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28);
· We can choose peace rather than give way to fear and worry (Mt. 6:25-34); 
· Inner peace resulting from a relationship with God allows us to keep things in proper perspective. We can accept difficult situations on earth by remembering that our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20);
· When we have God’s peace, we have God’s protection.   In Phil. 4:7 we have a wonderful promise: “The peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” It is important to note the context of this promise, because that’s where we find the condition: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God” (v 6). God’s peace is promised to guard those who pray—with thanksgiving—about everything. This peace will transcend our ability to understand it;
· The peace that comes from being in a right relationship with God is not the peace of this world. The world’s peace depends on having favorable circumstances: if things are going well, then we feel peaceful; when things go awry, the peace quickly dissipates. Jesus made the distinction between His peace and the world’s vacillating peace: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives” (Jn. 14:27).
· Conclusion: The world will continue to have wars and interpersonal conflicts until Jesus comes to establish true, lasting peace (see Is. 11:1-10), but God will give His peace to those who trust Him. Jesus took the chastisement of our peace (Is. 53:5) and has made it possible for us to have peace with God. Once His peace rules in our hearts, we are able to share that peace with others; we become publishers of peace (Is. 52:7) and ministers of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18).  
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