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Ephesians 1:16-17 Power of the Word
Ephesians 1:16 - “Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers”
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians has both expected and unexpected qualities.  What are they?  How do they apply to me?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Cease not” or in the Greek, “Pauo” meaning, “to not stop or be restrained”; “thanks” or “Eucharisteo” meaning, “grateful; appreciative.”
· Literal Application: “…have never stopped being grateful for you, always mentioning you when I pray.”
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul is known for his “prison prayers” (Eph. 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-12) in which we discover the blessings he wants believers to enjoy.  In none of these prayers does Paul ask for material things.  His emphasis was always on spiritual perception and genuine Christian character.  Critical to understand is that Paul did not ask God to give believers what they did not have, but rather prayed that God would reveal what they already had.  Hence, before we look at Paul’s four requests in this prayer, we must review two facts from V. 17a-c “(a) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, (b) the Father of glory, (c) may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation…”:
1. Enlightenment comes from the Holy Spirit.  He is the “Spirit of wisdom and revelation” (Isa. 11:2; Jn. 14:25-26; 16:12-14).  A man with his natural mind cannot understand God or the things of God.  Man needs the Spirit to enlighten him (1 Cor. 2:9-16).  The Holy Spirit reveals truth to us from the Word, then gives us the wisdom to understand and apply it.  Finally, He also gives us the power – the enablement – to practice the truth of God (Eph. 3:14-21);
2. Enlightenment comes to the heart of the believer (Eph. 1:18). Literally, this verse reads “The eyes of your heart being enlightened.”   In Scripture, the heart is all about our spiritual faculties:
a. The inner man can see: Ps. 119:18; John 3:3;

b. The inner man can hear: Mt. 13:9; Heb. 5:11;

c. The inner man can taste: Ps. 34:8; 1 Peter 2:3;

d. The inner man can smell: Phil. 4:18; 2 Cor. 2:14;

e. The inner man can touch: Acts 17:27.

This is what Jesus meant when He said of the people, “They seeing see not, and hearing hear not” (Mt. 13:13).  The inability to see and understand spiritual things is not the fault of intelligence, but of the heart.  The eyes of the heart must be opened by the Spirit of God.

V 17d: “…in the knowledge of Him.”  The word “knowledge” in the Greek, “Epignosis,” means “precise, correct understanding” so that this verse actually reads, “…that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the precise, correct understanding of God.”  The willful ignorance of God has led mankind into corruption and condemnation.  In Romans 1:18, Paul describes the stages in man’s devolution from his perfect start: willful ignorance of God to idolatry (substituting a lie for the truth) to immorality and indecency.  Where did this all begin?  It began with an unwillingness to know God as Creator, Sustainer, Governor, Savior and Judge.
Paul’s prayer is for the exact opposite - grow in the knowledge of God:

1. To know God personally is salvation (John 17:3);

2. To know God increasingly is sanctification (Phil. 3:10);

3. To know God perfectly is glorification (1 Cor. 13:9-12).

How do I grow in sanctification?  From the Spirit of God via the Word of God:

1. It will assure you of your salvation (Rom 10:17);
2. It will teach you (2 Tim. 3:16-17);
3. It will guide you (Proverbs 6:23);
4. It will counsel you (Psalm 119:98);
5. It will restore you (Psalm 19:7);
6. It will warn you (Psalm 19:11);
7. It will nourish you (1 Peter 2:2);
8. It will judge you (Hebrews 4:12);
9. It will sanctify you (John 17:17);
10. It will free you (John 8:31-32);
11. It will enrich you (Colossians 3:16);
12. It will protect you (Psalm 119:11);
13. It will strengthen you (Psalm 119:28);
14. It will embolden you (Psalm 119:23);
15. It will stabilize you (Psalm 1:3).
· Conclusion: Do you need assurance of salvation?  Counsel?  Nourishment? How about stabilized in the midst of modern life?  Jesus, the Word of God, is calling!
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