Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                        April 8, 2018
Ephesians 1:1-2 Faithful Saints
Ephesians 1:1 - “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus”
Most of Paul’s letters were sparked by doctrinal error and bad behavior.  Not this one.     What is Paul’s purpose for them…and us?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, perhaps more than any other book of the Bible, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. Far too many people ignore "theology" and instead want to only discuss things that are "practical." In Ephesians, Paul argues that theology is practical. In order to live out God's will for us in our lives practically, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Apostle” or in the Greek, “Apostolos” meaning, “one sent forth”; “saints” or “Hagios” meaning, “one set apart”; “faithful” or “Pistos” meaning, “trusting believers”.
· Literal Application: Paul, one sent forth by Christ Jesus by the will of God, to those set apart by Christ who are in Ephesus, continually believing and trusting in Christ Jesus
· Contextual/Comparison: The point of Paul’s Ephesian letter is that we all can be more in Christ than we are…a clear reference to our “riches in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 3:8).  But Paul begins with first things first:
1. V 1a: Paul.  Some names we ‘know’ immediately, and “Paul” is one of them.  Originally “Saul” (Acts 7:58), named after King Saul also of the tribe of Benjamin and, unlike his name sake, was obedient and faithfully served God.  Starting as a devoted rabbi, Saul became the leader of the antichristian movement in Jerusalem (Acts 9:1-2; Gal. 1:13-14).  In the midst of the terror he was raining down on the ‘faithful,’ Saul was confronted by Jesus and immediately converted (Acts 9:20) and sent forth as an Apostle.  He writes the Ephesian church ten years later, sitting in a Roman cell awaiting trial and ultimately execution but is driven by his concern that everyone live to their potential in Christ;
2. V 1b: Saints.  Aren’t ‘saints’ dead people who have been canonized? If so, then why does Paul address his readers as ‘saints’ nine times in this letter alone (Eph. 1:1, 15, 18; 2:19; 3:8, 18; 4:12; 5:3; 6:18)?   As above, the word ‘saint’ means ‘set apart’, related to the word ‘sanctified’ which means the same.  These saints are alive, though once “…dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1-3).  Clearly they have not performed miracles, but they have experienced a miracle by trusting in Christ (Eph.2:4-10).  How did they (we) become saints?
3. V 1c: Faithful.  Paul addresses his letter to the, “saints…faithful in Christ Jesus.”  He is not addressing two different groups of people.  What does it mean to be faithful?  To be faithful is to be reliable, steadfast and unwavering, and the Bible speaks of this type of faithfulness in four ways:
a. An attribute of God: “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9).  Scripture speaks often of God’s faithfulness. Over and over we learn that when God says He will do something, He does it (even when it seems impossible).  God does not have to work at being faithful; He is faithful. Faithfulness is an essential part of who He is (Ps. 89:8; Heb. 13:8). In His faithfulness, God protects us from evil (2 Thess. 3:3), sets limits on our temptations (1 Cor. 10:13), forgives us of sin (1 Jn. 1:9), and sanctifies us (1 Cor. 1:9; Phil. 1:6);
b. As a positive characteristic of some men: “Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant,” (Heb. 3:5).  When a person walks consistently with God, in humble service to Him, he or she can be called “faithful.”  Some of the names included in this “faithful list” are unfamiliar to most people. Not much is known of Tychicus or Epaphras, for example. But faithfulness, even in small matters, is known to God and rewarded in the end (Luke 19:17);

c. As a characteristic that many men lack: “Many a man proclaims his own steadfast love, but a faithful man who can find?” (Pr. 20:6).  Faithlessness  or lack thereof impacts every relationship we have;
d. The Bible says it is a gift from God: when we receive Christ as Lord, the Holy Spirit indwells us and brings the blessings of love, joy, peace and faithfulness (Gal. 5:22).
4. V 1d: “in Christ Jesus”.  Paul says this 27 times in this letter!  Why?  Because as V 2 confirms, only grace and faith are found in Him.  The strength, wisdom and courage to continue our daily walk in this life comes from God who has set our faith, set us apart and set our course.
· Conclusion: What course are you on?  “Grace” (V 2) refers to “God's kindness meant to lead you to repentance,” (Rom. 2:4).  Set a new course with Christ!
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