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Judah in Renewal 27: Biblical Worship
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 12 by biblically worshipping God.   
Nehemiah 12:43a-b: “And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy”

· Grammatical Usage: “rejoice” or in the Hebrew, “samach” meaning, “make glad; exult”; “joy” or “simchah” meaning, “gladness.”  
· Literal Interpretation: That day they offered many sacrifices and made glad, even exulted because God had given them reason to rejoice.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  The essence of a faithful ministry is biblical worship. Nehemiah and Ezra reestablished worship:
1. Significance of biblical worship

a. It’s our chief end: v 43 “…and on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy”

b. It’s required: v 27 “...the Levites were sought out from where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully the dedication”

2. Process of biblical worship

a. It’s planned: v 45: “And they performed the service of their God and the service of purification, as did the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the command of David and his son Solomon.”

b. It’s about confession: v 30: “When the priests and Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they purified the people, the gates and the wall”

c. It’s from the heart: v 43: “…on that day they offered great sacrifices , rejoicing because God had given them great joy”
3. Fruits of biblical worship

a. It’s unifying: v 43d: “And the joy of Jerusalem was heard faraway”

b. It’s empowering for future works: v 44: “At that time men were appointed to be in charge of the storerooms for the contributions, first fruits and tithes’; v 47 “...all Israel contributed the daily portions for the singers and the gatekeepers”

c. It’s what brings us life: v 43a-c: “And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced.”

4. New Testament biblical worship.  
In the transition from the Old to New Testament, all of the core essentials remain:

a. The word Greek word for “worship,” proskuneō, means “to encounter God and praise Him.” For centuries the Jewish people had encountered God in the temple for worship. But when Jesus arrived on the scene, He spoke metaphorically of Himself as the temple (John 2:19–22). Through His resurrection from the dead, Jesus became the spiritual dwelling place where God and His people would meet (see Matthew 12:6 and Hebrews 10:19–20);

b. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the object of our worship. He alone is worthy of worship (1 Chronicles 16:25; Psalm 96:4–5). Worshiping God means crediting to Him the absolute worth that He alone deserves. He is our Creator (Acts 17:28; James 1:17; Revelation 4:11), Redeemer (Colossians 1:12–13; 1 Peter 1:3), and Lord (Psalm 22:27). The Father, Son and Holy Spirit receive worship (Matthew 14:33; 28:17; Luke 7:16; Philippians 3:3); the holy angels worship God and refuse to be worshiped themselves (Revelation 19:10; 22:9). 
c. In John 4:23–24, Jesus made it clear that the physical location of our worship is no longer relevant: “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth” (John 4:23–24). True worship takes place on the inside, within our hearts or spirits, which is the dwelling place of God (Psalm 103:1–2; Ephesians 2:22);

d. When the Old Testament prophet Jonah said, “I am a Hebrew, and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land” (Jonah 1:9), he was speaking of a lifestyle wholly dedicated to glorifying God. The apostle Paul also defined worship as an all-encompassing way of life: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship” (Romans 12:1);

e. Humans were created to worship God (Psalm 29:1–2; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Ephesians 1:3–6; Philippians 2:9–11).  Believers participate in specific acts of worship whenever they celebrate God’s worthiness and greatness by giving honor and glory to His name. Worship can be expressed in words, shouts, singing, bowing down, raising hands, and many other ways. The psalmist urges the faithful to enter into acts of worship: “Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song” (Psalm 95:1–2);

f. Twelve aspects of biblical worship:

i. Through receiving of God’s Son:
John 1:11-12
ii. Through reading of God’s Word:
Col. 4:16; 1 Thess. 5:27; 1 Tim. 4:13
iii. Through studying God’s Word:
Acts 6:2; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:15
iv. Through teaching God’s Word:
Acts 2:42; 6:7; 1 Tim.4:6; 2 Tim. 1:13
v. Through preaching God’s Word; 
2 Timothy 4:2
vi. Through keeping the ordinances:
1 Corinthians 11:2
vii. Through prayer, supplications:
Acts 2:42; Eph 6:18; Phil 4:6; Col. 4:2
viii. Through singing:


Eph. 5:19; Col 3:16; James 5:13
ix. Through sacrificing our bodies:
Romans 12:1
x. Through the sacrifice of praise:
Hebrews 13:15
xi. Through sacrifice of good works: 
Hebrews 13:16
xii. Through sacrifice of our substance: Philippians 4:18
· Conclusion: The #1 aspect of biblical worship is putting Jesus first and foremost.  First as Savior, then as Lord…a lifestyle wholly dedicated to glorifying God. How’s your worship?
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