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Judah in Renewal 26: Faithful Ministry
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 11 by establishing a faithful ministry.   
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Preciously because the people of Nehemiah’s day allowed the Word of God to penetrate their hearts, the Holy Spirit moves to reestablish the faithful ministry lost generations prior. 
1. Leaders must commit to lead (11:1a)

Nehemiah always received his vision from God in terms of what needed to be done. There was no one else he could look to for instruction. He set the example:

a. You cannot desire to be a leader and then want to stay in the background;

b. You cannot desire to be a leader and then be unwilling to make hard decisions;

c. You cannot desire to be a leader and not set the course and vision to follow

2. God’s Kingdom priorities must be embraced (11:2)

If such a blessing is reserved for those who willingly offered to live in Jerusalem,

what was it about the city that would have made it an honorable choice to live there?

a. To live in Jerusalem, you had to re-order your view of material things; you had to give up land in your previous region, and take up some kind of new business in Jerusalem

b. To live in Jerusalem, you had to re-arrange your social priorities, surely leaving some friends and family behind in your old village

c. To live in Jerusalem, you had to have a mind to endure the problems in the city

d. To live in Jerusalem, you had to live knowing you were a target for the enemy

3. The people voluntarily submit to God’s sovereign rule and appointed leaders (11:1b)

Look at the confidence of the people in the sovereignty of God: “Let’s just roll the dice

and trust God to bring the right outcome.”  They didn’t believe in “luck” or “chance.” They actually were so committed to the sovereignty of God that they knew God would direct the outcome of the lots according to His divine providence. Proverbs 16:33 says, “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord” (see Acts 1:26). The votes are cast by the people but the election is determined by the Lord.

4. The people are willing to do ministry (11:6)

a. Ministry involves a willingness to live where God wants you to live.  Nehemiah got the wall built, but there were not many people living in the city (7:4).  Nehemiah knew that if the city was to be strong and prosperous and if the worship in the temple was to thrive, the city had to be well populated with citizens who could defend it in case of attack.
b. Ministry involves serving in the sphere in which God calls you to serve.  Chapter 11 lists the heads of families in Jerusalem (11:3-9); the priests (11:10-14); the Levites (11:15-18); the gatekeepers and temple servants (11:19-21); various officials appointed by the king of Persia (11:22-24); and, the people who lived outside the city (11:25- 36). Each served in his respective sphere for the effective operation of the city and the nation. Those who lived outside of the city had to farm the land to provide food for those in the city. Each had a different role, but each role was vital to the entire cause.

c. Ministry involves a willingness to serve without acclaim.  Most of these names mean nothing to us. Some aren’t even listed by name, but are lumped together with all of their kinsmen as a group (11:12-14). Zabdiel is named (11:14), although he means nothing to us, but 128 of his kinsmen go unnamed, except to say that they were valiant warriors. But 128 valiant warriors were no small part of a secure, safe city!  God saw fit to record these names that mean absolutely nothing to us. But they meant something to God, and that’s what ultimately matters.

d. Ministry involves people first and programs second.  These long lists of names underscore the importance of people to God. Each one of these strange, hard-to pronounce names represents a person whom God loved and knew.  Programs should always be the vehicle through which we minister to people. If a program is not doing that, we need to axe the program and replace it with something that ministers God’s Word to people.  God isn’t saving buildings or sanctifying programs. He is saving and sanctifying people, and He does that through His people reaching out in love to others.
5. The people must actively support the ministry (11:2)

a. They committed to pray for them; spoke well of them

b. They committed to encourage them financially

c. They committed to respect them very highly for their labor of love
Four Traits to Emulate

1. Move out of your comfort zone.

2. Commit to holiness.

3. Mobilize for ministry.  Three different groups in this passage:

a. Those with leadership gifts.

b. Those with administrative gifts

 c.   Those with serving gifts.

4. Adore God in worship.  Worship can be defined as “worth-ship,” where we engage our mind, our emotions, and our will to gratefully acknowledge the worth of our God. There is no other human activity as lofty as that of adoring God.
Nehemiah 11:2 – “And the people blessed all the men who willingly offered to live in Jerusalem.”

· Grammatical Usage: “bless” or in the Hebrew, “baw-rak'” meaning, “kneel; salute.”
· Literal Interpretation: “And the people saluted all the men who willingly offered to live in Jerusalem.”
· Conclusion: Are you leading Biblically?  Following Biblically?  God knows, as do you. 
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