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Habakkuk 3:8-11 Know the Provision of God   
Does God take care of us?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 3:8: “Was the Lord displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?”
· Grammatical Usage: “Displeased” or in the Hebrew, “Charah” means, “grieved”; “anger” or “'aph” means, “righteous indignation”; “wrath” or “`ebrah” means, “fury; rage.”
· Literal Interpretation: “The Lord is not displeased with the rivers, is he?  If you are righteously indignant with the rivers, if you are furious with the sea, why do you ride your horses, your chariots of salvation? ”
· Contextual/Comparison: The representation in these verses demonstrates God’s power, provision and defense of His own.  In fact, Habakkuk affirms that God has repeatedly demonstrated His power in order to save His people – entering into a string of questions that call for no answers but, instead, cause us to reflect:

V 8: The last portion of this verse has the Lord represented as heading his troops, riding in his chariot, and commanding the sea to divide, that a free passage might be left for His army to pass through…and closed upon His enemies.  
V 9: This is describing the Lord as a warrior King. The "bow being naked" means it is drawn ready to use. Habakkuk affirms that God has made a covenant with Judah, promising to deliver them according to the oaths of the tribes.  

V 10: These are highly poetic references designed to show with what ease God accomplished the most arduous tasks on behalf of his people. As soon as the mountains saw Him, they trembled, they were in pangs. When He appeared, the sea fled to right and left, to give Him a passage: "it uttered its voice" refers to an actual sound of the separation of the waters, which interpreted, proved a terrible noise. "And it lifted up its hands on high," refers to the waters, being separated, stood in heaps on the right hand and left. These heaps or waves are poetically represented here as the hands of the sea.
V 11: A clearer translation would be, “By their light, thine arrows went abroad; By their brightness, the lightning of thy spear.”  The arrows and spears of the Israelites are those of God, under whose auspices the people fought.  The meaning is that by the continuation of the light of the sun and moon, they stayed in their course as the Israelites saw how to continue the battle until their enemies were all defeated.
This series of verses sparks invaluable insight into what God actually desires for us (as opposed to what we desire of Him):

· Like any good parent, God would never give us what He knows would harm us. His intent is to help us develop Christlikeness so that we become salt and light in the world (Matthew 5:13–14). God does not want us to see Him as a heavenly source of mere material possessions. Acquiring things is not the fundamental goal of this life (Luke 12:15).
· God is concerned with every part of our being: spirit, soul, and body. As the facets of His character are infinite, so the ways God provides for us are beyond anything we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). We can trust His goodness, guidance, and shepherding care to do more for us than we could ever achieve on our own. God provides an intimate, conversational, obedient relationship with Him so that we can lead ourselves and others into a “Psalm 23” quality of life: “I lack nothing” (Psalm 23:1).
· Psalm 84:11 states, “No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” This verse carries a reminder that there is a part we play in God’s provision coming to fruition in our lives. We must walk uprightly.
· James 4:3 is an answer to our questions about why prayers sometimes go unanswered: “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” God sees the heart, and our prayers’ motivations are important to Him.
· Many passages about God’s provision relate to our need for food and clothing and the daily, physical needs of life. Others refer to the needs of our soul and spirit, our inner man. He provides us with peace (John 14:27), comfort (2 Corinthians 1:4), and “power, love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). In fact, He “has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). In whatever physical state we find ourselves, we can be content in the Lord (Philippians 4:12).
· Passages such as Galatians 1:15 and Jeremiah 1:5 give us an assurance that God’s love and direction began even before conception. What a gift to know that God has been involved in our lives from the very start! His love for us is encompassed in His desire for our highest good. He is truly Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord-Who-Provides.
· Conclusion: In the face of turmoil, Habakkuk proves serene in mindset and spirit – his prayer one of surrender and confidence.  Would that we prayed the same. 
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