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Habakkuk 3:3-5 Ponder the Greatness of God   
How great is God?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 3:3: “God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.”
· Grammatical Usage: “God” or in the Hebrew, “'elowahh” means, “mighty, powerful One”; “Teman” or “Teyman” referring to Edom occupied by Jewish descendants; “Holy One” or “Qadowsh” meaning, “set apart; sacred”; “Paran” or “Pa'ran” referring to the Palestine wilderness; “Selah” means, “to lift up; exalt, accentuate’; “glory” or “Howd” means, “splendor, majesty, vigor”; “praise” or “T@hillah” meaning, “renown; fame; glory.”
· Literal Interpretation: “The mighty, powerful God came in splendor from Edom, and the Holy One from the Sinai Peninsula.  Glory to Him!   His majestic vigor covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his renown.”
· Contextual/Comparison: God reveals His greatness in creation, Scripture as well as in history (‘His-story’) and if we have eyes to see, we behold His Glory.  This is the primary point Habakkuk is making as he continues his prayer of praise:
V 3: Habakkuk is retracing the march of Israel from Sinai to the Promised Land.  Why?  To underscore God’s active presence then…and now.  Key points Habakkuk knows about the presence of God include:

1.  God is immanent because he is transcendent.  The Lord is “God in the heavens above (transcendent) and on the earth beneath (immanent)” (Josh 2:11).  God does not come to us needy and wanting; He comes to “revive the spirit of the lowly and the heart of the contrite” (Isa 57:15). It is the holy and righteous One above who restores the broken and needy below;
2. The Bible emphasizes God’s manifest presence, not only his omnipresence.  There is a difference between saying “God is everywhere,” and saying “God is here.”  We talk about God’s presence being inescapable and that he is “everywhere present” (Ps 139:5-12; 1 Kings 8:27).  In fact, Scripture is more concerned with His presence manifest in relationships through redemption;

3. Sin undermines humanity’s mission and the experience of God’s presence (Isaiah 59:2).  Sin hinders everything now, especially man’s experience of God’s presence. Because of their disobedience, Adam and Eve became now exiles; their mission in shambles as they stood outside of Eden. The presence of God they once knew freely is no longer free.  The presence of God with Judah has morphed from blessing to judgment.  Sin undermines our mission and experience;
4. To be a joyful Believer is to know God’s presence.  The Lord will not be left on the shelf of anyone’s life.  This is why David proclaims, “in your presence there is fullness of joy, at your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Ps 16:11). When we push all our peripheral issues to the periphery, this is all that is left and all that really matters.
V 4: Habakkuk characterizes God’s presence as the splendor of pure, albeit blinding, unnerving light – certainly a focus which preempted all other attention or thought – and this is God’s strategy: Judah must be refocused.  This verse tells us that God’s radiance is both illuminating and concealing.  It reveals His glory but veils His power.  It is easy to forget that the light and warmth which showers the earth comes from a ball of fire God has positioned in His space which, if He wasn’t in control, would consume the globe in a moment.  So God’s power is hidden in His glory.  His revelation is restrained lest it consume its beholders.
Many people have the idea that it’s always an enjoyable experience getting to know God in a deeper way, but that’s not what the saints would say:

· Moses trembled at Mt. Sinai when God gave the Law; remember how Moses’ face shone so brightly after an encounter with God that Aaron was afraid to approach him?  Imagine how devastatingly bright the rays must be that shine directly from the Lord’s unending glory;
· Joshua fell on his face as did David when confronted by God;
· Daniel became exhausted and ill after seeing the visions God gave him;
· The vision of Christ’s glory on the Mount of Transfiguration left Peter, James and John filled with terror;
· When John saw the glorified Christ, he fell at Jesus’ feet as though dead according to Revelation 1:17;
· And here is Habakkuk, chastened and silenced; humble and obedient.  What God was doing wasn’t the work the prophet would have chosen, but he accepted God’s plan and… now … thankful for it.  Why?
V 5: Surveying all of God’s living history, the prophet knows God’s terror and glory through judgment; but the fact God was bothering with correction at all meant He was still Judah’s salvation!  Habakkuk recalls such inflicted upon the Egyptians like water into blood (Ex. 7:14-25).  Later, God reveals His glory through Jesus who shed His blood so, “you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation” (Is. 12:3) to “never thirst again!” (Jn. 4:14).
· Conclusion: Thirsting for salvation?  Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” inviting you to experience Him in all His fullness, love and mercy!
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