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Habakkuk 2:9-11 Woe to Those Who Covet  
How does God view covetous?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 2:9 “Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!”
· Grammatical Usage: “Woe” or “Howy” means, “alas!” (in terms of certain judgment)”; “coveteth” or “Batsa`” means, “to cut or break off wrongly; violently gain.”
· Literal Interpretation: Certain judgment to him who wrongly, violently exercises evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of harm!
· Contextual/Comparison: The second of five ‘woes’ God issues in relation to the Babylonians, Judah and we studying this passage is all about the wrongful, excessive and for some uncontrollable desire for something that belongs to another.  Ephesians 4:28 says, “Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.”  According to this verse, there are three ways to obtain wealth: work for it; steal it; obtain as a gift.  Well before the situation with Judah in 609 BC, God authored the eighth commandment: “Thou shalt not steal” (Exodus 20:15) given His understanding of the psychological and spiritual ramifications such an act has on both the offended and the offender:
V 9: One sin always leads to another.  The first ‘woe’ from God had to do with thievery leading now to the sin of covetousness.  To steal for gain is one thing; to covet carries with it the reality of violence to the offended and notion of security for the offender.  The Babylonians took land that wasn’t theirs in order to build an empire that glorified themselves while believing they were assuring their safety:  
· First sin: trusting in themselves.  The words translated “trust” in the Bible literally mean “a bold, confident, sure security or action based on that security.”  The reason why the Babylonians…and Judah…were covetous is because they lacked God’s trust: “You will keep in peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you” (Isaiah 26:3).
· Second sin: trusting in their own security.  For both Babylon and Judah, the ultimate goal was security – like the eagles nest on high mountain crags.  Of course, this is a false security; because no individual or nation can build walls high enough to keep God out!

· Third sin: leaving God out of the equation.  The classic verse regarding trust is Proverbs 3:5: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” This verse sums up the Bible’s teaching on trust. 
· First, it is the Lord in whom we are to trust, not ourselves or our plans, and certainly not the world’s wisdom and devices. We trust in the Lord because He and He alone is truly trustworthy. His Word is trustworthy (Psalm 93:5; 111:7; Titus 1:9), His nature is faithful and true (Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 25:10; 145:13; 146:6), and His plans for us are perfect and purposeful (Is. 46:10; Jeremiah 29:11)

· Further, because of God’s nature, we are to trust Him with all our hearts, committing every aspect of our lives to Him in complete confidence 
· Finally, we are not to trust in ourselves because our understanding is temporal, finite, and tainted by our sin natures. Disaster inevitably follows: “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death” (Proverbs 14:12).
V 10: Sinned against your soul (KJV).  It has been said that there are only two things that last: the Word of God (Mark 13:31) and the souls of men (Ezekiel 18:4). This is because, like God’s Word, the soul is an imperishable thing. That thought should be both sobering and awe-inspiring. Every person you meet is an everlasting soul. Every human being who has ever lived is a soul, and all of those souls are still in existence.  Simply stated, the human soul is the part of a person that is not physical. It is the part of every human being that lasts everlastingly after the body experiences death. Genesis 35:18 describes the death of Rachel, Jacob’s wife, saying she named her son “as her soul was departing.” From this we know that the soul is different from the body and that it continues to live after physical death.  God equates covetousness as sinning against one’s soul as there is no absolute security except that which is found in God.  To covet is deny God’s provision physically and spiritually: Judah was aware and rejected God, sinning against their very own souls.
V 11: Sin is always revealing.  “…behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23) is a spiritual fact.  Judah has exchanged houses and families that forfeit honor for disgrace, shame and many souls who will experience hell fire for lack of repentance.  The very materials in their houses testify against them, for they were plundered from helpless people.  Remember how God dealt with Israel: “I will strike the winter house along with the summer house, and the houses of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall come to an end, declares the Lord” (Amos 3:15).
· Conclusion: “Thou shalt not covet” may be the 10th Commandment, but if we are guilty, we are in danger of having broken the other nine.  Jesus said, “Take heed and beware of covetousness” – have you?  Set your heart right today.
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