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Ephesians 6:21-24 Grace Be with All
Why does Paul pray ‘grace’ for us?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Ephesians 6:24: “Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Grace” or in the Greek, “Charis” means, “good will; loving kindness; favor”; “sincerity” or “Aphtharsia” means, “incorruption; purity; without reservation.”
· Literal Interpretation: Good will, kindness and favor be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ without reservation.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul’s last phrase, “without reservation” implies that Paul had his doubts about the sincerity of some in the Ephesian fellowship.  This leads us to consider two vital points the Apostle makes in his last sentence:
1. Sincerity is the quality of being free from pretense, deceit, or hypocrisy. Sincere people represent themselves honestly, their conversation free from double-talk, gossip, flattery, or embellishment. The Bible places a high value on sincerity regarding love (Rom. 12:9), and faith (1 Tim. 1:5).
a. The Bible stresses sincerity in worship. The ancient Israelites were warned to serve the Lord without any pretense or compromise: “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD” (Jos. 24:14).

b. Every human heart is subject to pride and pretense:
i. Sincerity is damaged by a penchant for people-pleasing and the creation of a public persona to mask a private reality. Social media has become a breeding ground for insincerity, comparison, and playacting.  God will often allow the insincere to suffer public downfalls in order to get their attention (Pr. 16:18). Insincere pretenders are often exposed when their secret sins are discovered, and this is a blessing, because it is often that exposure that strips them of pretense and allows them to rebuild their lives on sincerity.
ii. The wise Christian allows the Holy Spirit free access to every part of his or her life with the prayer that areas of pride and insincerity will be revealed (see Ps. 139:23);

iii. God approves of sincerity in obedience to His Word: “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Ps. 51:16–17);

iv. God knows the depth of our commitment to Him and the level of our sincerity. We cannot hide from or fool Him (Ps. 139:1–12);

v. When we allow Him to strip pretense from our lives, we discover He loves us all the same. His love frees us to embrace our authentic selves and serve others with “glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 2:46–47).
2. The gospel message is the good news of God’s grace, an essential part of God’s character willing to forgive us and bless us abundantly, in spite of the fact that we don’t deserve to be treated so well or dealt with so generously.
a. The Bible teaches that grace is completely unmerited (2 Tim. 1:9–10). In fact, the Bible says quite clearly that we don’t deserve God’s salvation. Rom. 5:8–10 says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. . . . While we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son.”
b. Grace does not stop once we are saved; God is gracious to us for the rest of our lives, working within and upon us. The Bible encourages us with many additional benefits that grace secures for every believer:

• Grace justifies us before a holy God (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:6; Titus 3:7).

• Grace provides us access to God to communicate and fellowship with Him (Eph. 1:6; Heb. 4:16).

• Grace wins for us a new intimate relationship with God (Ex. 33:17).

• Grace disciplines and trains us to live in a way that honors God (Titus 2:11–14; 2 Cor. 8:7).

• Grace grants us immeasurable spiritual riches (Pr. 10:22; Eph. 2:7).

• Grace helps us in our every need (Heb. 4:16).

• Grace is behind our every deliverance (Ps. 44:3–8; Heb. 4:16).

• Grace preserves us and comforts, encourages, and strengthens us (2 Cor. 13:14; 2 Thess. 2:16–17; 2 Tim. 2:1).
c. Grace is actively and continually working in the lives of God’s people. Paul credited the success of his ministry not to his own substantial labors but to “the grace of God that was with me” (1 Cor. 15:10). Grace is the ongoing, benevolent act of God working in us, without which we can do nothing (Jn. 15:5). Grace is greater than our sin (Rom. 5:20), more abundant than we expect (1 Tim. 1:14), and too wonderful for words (2 Cor. 9:15).
· Conclusion: Do you know God’s grace?  What are you waiting for?  Now is the time – today is your day of salvation.  Call upon Him, confess, know His grace!
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