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Ephesians 6:18b Perseverance
Ephesians 6:18b - “and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints”
What is “perseverance”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Perseverance” or in the Greek, “Proskarteresis” means, “to adhere; be devoted; steadfastly attentive” (saved; devoted; engaged)
· Literal Interpretation: …to that end keep alert by adhering, being devoted and steadfastly attentive (to your faith), making intercession for all the saints.
· Contextual/Comparison: Not to be confused with perseverance in the context of salvation itself, there are biblical exhortations to persevere in the act of living the Christian life. In his pastoral epistles to Timothy, the apostle Paul reminds the young pastor to “watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:16). Timothy’s character was that of a godly man, and his doctrine was sound and scriptural. Paul warned him to watch them both closely and persevere in them because—and this is a warning to all Christians—perseverance in godly living and believing the truth always reflects genuine conversion (John 8:31; Romans 2:7).

Further exhortations to persevere in the Christian life come from James, who warns us to be “doers of the word and not hearers only” because those who hear but do not do are “deceiving themselves.” “But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it [perseveres]…this one will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:22-24). The sense here is that the Christian who perseveres in godliness and the spiritual disciplines will be blessed in the very act of persevering. The more we persevere in the Christian life, the more God grants His blessings upon us, thereby enabling us to continue to persevere. The psalmist reminds us that there is great reward in persevering in the Christian life.  In keeping God’s commandments, there is “great reward” for our souls (Psalm 19:11) including peace of mind, a clear conscience, and a witness to the world more eloquent than many words.

James also exhorts us to persevere “under trials” because those who do will be blessed and will receive the “crown of life” which God has promised (James 1:12). Just as the true believer will be eternally secure in his salvation, his faith will also persevere in affliction, sickness, persecution, and the other trials of life that befall all believers. If we desire to live godly lives in Christ, we will suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12), but the faithful will persevere, kept by the power of the Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our salvation and who will keep us “strong to the end,” persevering so we will be “blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:8).  Key biblical factors of perseverance:

· We seek God: “Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually” (1 Chronicles 16:11);

· We pray: “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer” (Romans 12:12; also our text, Ephesians 6:18);

· We are involved in well-doing: “to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life” (Romans 2:7);

· We don’t stop in well-doing: “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing” (2 Thessalonians 3:13);
· We have a promise: “Yet the righteous holds to his way, and he who has clean hands grows stronger and stronger” (Job 17:9);
· We gain insight: “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32);
· We gain assurance of hope: “For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end” (Hebrews 6:10-11);

· We are not wasting our time or talent: Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58);

· We are blessed: But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing (James 1:25)
· Conclusion:  Are you experiencing the blessing of God that comes from persevering…saved, serious and engaged?  If not, explains a lot doesn’t it?
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