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Ephesians 6:11 Wiles and Schemes
Ephesians 6:11- “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”
What are the “wiles of the devil”?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Whole armor” or in the Greek, “Panoplia” meaning, “full, all complete, entire armor”; “be able” or “Dunamai” meaning, “made capable”; “wiles” or “Methodeia” meaning, “cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery.”
· Literal Interpretation: Put on the entire armor of God in order that you will be made capable to stand against the devious deceptions of the devil.
· Contextual/Comparison: Breaking this verse into essentially two parts, we address first the references of God and subsequently the devil:
Three key elements related to God in v 11 include:

1. Thinking correctly about God is of utmost importance because a false idea about God is idolatry. In Psalm 50:21, God reproves the wicked man with this accusation: “You thought I was altogether like you.” A good summary definition of God is “the Supreme Being; the Creator and Ruler of all that is; the Self-existent One who is perfect in power, goodness, and wisdom, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”
2. The command to “put on” means every believer is to prepare for combat;
3. The “whole armor” means:

a. every believer has everything one needs to prepare for combat;

b. the armor originates and is sustained by God Himself (not our own strength – Philippians 2:13)
c. all of the armor – every element mentioned – must be employed
Two key elements related to the wiles of the devil in v 11 include:
1. Wiles of the devil are those clever schemes used by Satan to ensnare us through temptation, threat, or intimidation;
2. Scripture gives us insight into our enemy’s tactics: “We are not unaware of his schemes” (2 Corinthians 2:11), and we are wise to heed its warnings:
a. Satan lies, and is the father of lies: John 8:44. His first words cast doubt upon God’s truth (“Did God say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?”); his subsequent words contradict God (“You will not die”). John  confirms we are dealing with the essence of falsehood and deception.

b. He blinds the minds of unbelievers.  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). So he not only speaks what is false. He hides what is true. 

c. He masquerades in costumes of light and righteousness.  In 2 Corinthians 11:13–15, Paul says that some people are posing as apostles who are not: “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is not strange if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.”  Satan has servants who profess enough truth to join the church, and from inside teach what Paul calls “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1).  Acts 20:30 says they will not spare the flock, but will draw people away to destruction. Without God’s gift of discernment (Philippians 1:9), our love will be suckered into stupidity.

d. Satan does signs and wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9).  
e. Satan tempts people to sin (2 Corinthians 11:3)
f. Satan plucks the word of God out of people’s hearts and chokes faith.

Mark 4:15, “Satan immediately comes and takes away the word which was sown in them.” Satan hates faith the word produces (Rom. 10:17).

g. Satan causes some sickness and disease (Luke 13:16; Acts 10:38).  But there are other instances in which the disease is solely attributed to God’s design without reference to Satan (John 9:3). 

h. Satan is a murderer (Jn. 8:44; 1 Jn. 3:12).  Jesus told the blameless church at Smyrna, “The devil is about to throw some of you into prison; Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).

i. Satan fights against the plans of missionaries (1 Thess. 2:17–18).  Satan hates evangelism and discipleship, and he will throw every obstacle he can in the way of missionaries and people with a zeal for evangelism.

j. Satan accuses Christians before God (Revelation 12:10).  Satan’s defeat is sure, but his accusations haven’t ceased.  It is the same with us as it was with Job. Satan says to God about us, ‘They don’t really love you; they love your benefits’ challenging God, “Stretch out your hand and touch all that [they have], and [they] will curse you to your face” (Job 1:11). But it is a glorious thing that followers of Jesus have an advocate who “always lives to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25), knowing this life with things and status is but a vapor; faithfulness is what matters!
These are some of Satan’s designs but Christ has already dealt the decisive blow.  God is the great General in this warfare. He has given us the walkie-talkie of prayer to call for help: “Take . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times” (Ephesians 6:17–18).  We are NEVER alone!
· Conclusion: Feeling alone?  Only with Christ is their love, peace and fellowship.
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