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Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives & Submission
Ephesians 5:22 - “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.”
What is submission for a wife? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Submit” in the Greek is “Hupotasso” meaning, “arrange under; yield; subject.”  The Greek word translated “submit,” is the continuing form of the verb. This means that submitting to God, the government, a pastor, or a husband is not a one-time act. It is a continual attitude, which becomes a pattern of behavior, a choice which has positive spiritual and physical consequences.
· Literal Interpretation: Wives must yield themselves subject to their own husbands, as unto the Lord.
· Contextual/Comparison: The critical aspects contributing to the misinterpretation of every command Paul provides within this epistle include: 1. be filled with the Spirit (v 18) and 2. reverence for Christ (v 21).  Any scriptural mandate, especially those dealing with wives and children…essentially relationships…mirror the relationship we have with the Lord: loving concern for the welfare of the other.  There is no scriptural authority for husbands or parents to assume tyrannical authority.  To try to use the principle of “submission” to justify abuse is to twist scripture and promote evil.  Critical to our understanding:
1. Even before sin entered the world, there was still the principle of the headship of the husband (1 Timothy 2:13). Adam was created first, and Eve was created to be a "helper" for Adam (Genesis 2:18–20). God has established several types of authority in the world: governments to enforce justice in society and provide protection; pastors to lead and feed the sheep of God; husbands to love and nurture their wives; and fathers to admonish their children. In each case, submission is required: citizen to government, flock to shepherd, wife to husband, child to parents.
2. ‘Submit’ is not a bad word as it is not a reflection of inferiority or lesser worth. Christ constantly submitted Himself to the will of the Father (Luke 22:42; John 5:30), without giving up an iota of His worth.
3. To counter the world’s misunderstanding concerning a wife’s submission to her husband, we should carefully note the following in Ephesians 5:22–24:
· A wife is to submit to one man (her husband), not to every man. The rule to submit does not extend to a woman’s place in society at large; 

· A wife is to willingly submit to her husband in personal obedience to the Lord Jesus. She submits to her husband because she loves Jesus, choosing Biblical compliance reflecting that love and priority; 

· The example of a wife’s submission is that of the church to Christ; 

· There is nothing said of the wife’s abilities, talents, or worth; the fact that she submits to her own husband does not imply that she is inferior or less worthy in any way; 

· In fact, in a marriage, submission is a position of giving honor and respect to the husband (Ephesians 5:33) and completing what he is lacking in. It is God’s wise plan for how the family should function;
· Also notice that there are no qualifiers to the command to submit, except “in everything.” So, the husband does not have to pass an aptitude test or an intelligence test before his wife submits. It may be a fact that she is better qualified than he to lead in many ways, but she chooses to follow the Lord’s instruction by submitting to her husband’s leadership; 

· In so doing, a godly wife can even win her unbelieving husband to the Lord “without words” simply by her holy behavior (1 Peter 3:1).
4. The submission of the wife to the husband does not allow the husband to be selfish or domineering. His command is to love (v 25), and he is responsible before God to fulfill that command. The husband must exercise his authority wisely, graciously, and in the fear of the God to whom he gives an account.
5. Matthew Henry wrote, “The woman was made out of Adam’s side. She was not made out of his head to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be loved.” The immediate context of the commands to the husband and wife in Ephesians 5:19–33 involves the filling of the Spirit. Spirit-filled believers are to be worshipful (5:19), thankful (5:20), and submissive (5:21). Paul then follows this line of thought on Spirit-filled living and applies it to wives in verses 22–24. A wife should submit to her husband, not because women are inferior (the Bible does not teach such), but because that is how God designed the marital relationship to function to avoid confusion form which always comes dysfunction and associated grief.
· Conclusion: Because Jesus canceled our sin debt (Col. 2:14), anyone who so desires can become a godly person. Godliness is not dependent upon intellect, education, or religion. It is also not off-limits to those with sinful pasts, divorce papers, or prison records. It is but a matter of submission…first to Christ.
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