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John 1:5: Light of the World
John 1:5 - “And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”
Why is Jesus Christ the light of the world?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written between A.D. 85-90, John 21:20-24 describes the author as "the disciple whom Jesus loved," who is John the Apostle, one of the sons of Zebedee (Luke 5:10).  Unlike the three synoptic Gospels, John’s purpose is not to present a chronological narrative of the life of Christ, but to display His deity.
· Grammatical Usage: “Light” in the Greek is “phos” meaning, “light” as a metaphor for God’s truth; “darkness” or “Skotia” as a metaphor for wickedness; “comprehended” or “Katalambano” means, “to lay hold; possess.”
· Literal Application: God’s Truth shines in wickedness, and wickedness has not laid hold of it.
· Contextual/Comparison: The Apostle John wastes no time in underscoring the deity of Jesus Christ:

V 1: The Word, as applied to Jesus Christ, is found only four times in the New Testament, twice in this prologue (John 1:1,14), in 1 John 1:1, and in Revelation 19:13.  A word, in the primary meaning of the term, is a vessel for the conveyance of an idea; and Christ was the vessel which conveyed the true God to humanity. As Jesus stated it, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9).  
V 2: John succinctly restates that Jesus is God in order to underscore the point, guard the doctrine, and to prevent the possibility of the reader’s misunderstanding.  
V 3: All things: the universe in its entirety. The expression cannot be limited to any part of the universe but expresses everything which exists--all the vast masses of material worlds, and all the animals and things, great or small, that compose those worlds (Revelation 4:11; Hebrews 1:2; Colossians 1:16).  The qualifier, “without Him” is a strong way of speaking.  In this part of the verse John shuts out all doubt, no exceptions: there was not a single thing, however minute or unimportant, which was not made by Christ, therefore He has to be God.  
V 4: The use of the past tense shows that true spiritual life was in Christ before the incarnation, emphasizing the truth that all of the hopes of worshipers under Israel's law were actually in the Lord Jesus Christ, just as it is with all who ever lived.  The Messiah was predicted as the light of the world, Isaiah 9:2, compared with Matthew 4:15, 16; Isaiah 60:1. John himself states: "I am the light of the world” (John 8:12).  
V 5: What is this light and darkness?  
· In the Greek, this “light” (Jesus Christ) is personified in the present tense (continuously, constantly, habitually: 1 John 1:5):
· pure and brilliant in quality (Ps. 19:8); 
· truth and purity (Ps. 33:4); 
· exposes openly & publically (Acts 26:18); 
· understood on a material and spiritual plane (2 Peter 1:4);

· foundation of understanding (Daniel 2:22);

· foundation of fellowship (1 John 1:7);

· foundation of our testimony (Matthew 5:14);

· foundation of our elevation (1 Peter 2:9);

· foundation of our protection (Isaiah 56:8);

· uncomfortable to those in the dark (John 3:20)
· In the Greek, “Darkness” means:

· ignorance of divine things (Romans 10:3);
· always associated with wickedness (John 3:19);
· real and present danger (Ephesians 6:12);

· associated with spiritual blindness and hardness (Proverbs 4:19);
· destabilizing to the entire world (Psalm 82:5);

· perverts right and wrong (Isaiah 5:20);

· always results in hell’s miseries (Matthew 8:12)
· “Comprehended” in the Greek is “katalambano” meaning, “to lay hold of in order to seize, over take or take possession.”  The basic hostility between light and darkness, good and evil, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of evil, appears in this verse. The unregenerated world hates God and the knowledge of His truth; but the hatred and opposition of the kingdom of evil and evil men cannot prevent the light from shining and will not be overcome, but overcome.  
· Conclusion: “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13).  Have you been delivered from the domain of darkness?  Tired of the world?  Tired of the deception?  Tired of the alienation?  Spiritually, physically and emotionally exhausted?  Jesus said, “Come unto me and I will give you rest.”  Come now.
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