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Ephesians 4:5 One True Faith Part 2
Ephesians 4:5 - “One Lord, one faith, one baptism,”
Our unity is found in oneness.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “One” or in the Greek, “Heis” meaning, “single; only”; “Lord” or “Kurios” meaning, “possessor; sovereign, master”; “faith” or “Pistis” meaning, “conviction; truth, belief”; “baptism” or “Baptisma” meaning, “immersion; submersion.”
· Literal Application: You have only one Master, a single truth of convictions defining belief, just one act of being wholly immersed.  
· Contextual/Comparison: In V 4, Paul specifically begins to define Christian unity concentrating upon “one body” and “one Spirit.”  Here in V 5, Paul continues to emphasize the exclusivity of Christianity:
· One Lord: The opening of the Shema (or the “Saying”), a central teaching in Judaism, says that the Lord is one: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one” (Deut. 6:4).  The focus is on the revolutionary idea of one God. The doctrine of one God was a stark contrast to the theologies of the cultures surrounding the Israelites. Other religious systems, including that of the Egyptians, served a wide variety of gods and goddesses. The worship of only one God made the faith of the Hebrews unique in the ancient world.  Exodus 20 begins with an emphasis of God as one: “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). God revealed Himself as the one God to worship. There could be no other.  
If the Lord is one, how are we to understand the Trinity? Though the word Trinity is not found in the Bible, the concept certainly is. The Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit are each referred to as God and are attributed qualities that only God has. For example, Jesus was in the beginning with God (John 1:1), and all creation was made through Him (Col. 1:16–17). The Holy Spirit is listed with Father and Son as “the name” believers are to be baptized into (Mt. 28:19–20) and was referred to as God by Peter in Acts 5:3–4. The teaching of a Triune God is unique to Christianity and affirms Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as one God in three Persons.
· One Faith: Christianity is exclusive in that (1) all other religions exhort man to reach up to God and grasp hold of Him through their own efforts. Christianity is the only belief where God reaches down to man (Jn. 3:16); (2) other religions are systems of do’s and don’ts to appease God; whereas Christianity is a relationship with God (Eph. 1:5; 22-23); (3) Christianity looks to the Bible as the singular source of Truth (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21); (4) Christianity is based upon truly the most amazing event in all of human history—the resurrection (1 Cor. 14:20a). Only in Christianity do we have the person of Christ who claimed to be God, performed many miracles to prove His claim of divinity, died and rose from the dead, and claimed that He alone is “the way the truth and the life” (John 14:6) and that no one comes to the Father except through Him.
· One baptism: Since there are different "baptisms" referred to in the New Testament, it can be a bit confusing when we read about "one baptism." The word baptize always means “to submerge or immerse.” So, when baptism is discussed, it involves a person being totally submerged into something else. Baptism implies being "all in." It also implies that a change has taken place. Baptized people are changed people.  Generally speaking, there are two types of baptism: a physical (water) baptism and a spiritual baptism. One is literal, done in water; the other is spiritual, accomplished in the Spirit.  Water baptism was commanded by Jesus for all of His followers (Acts 1:8).  Being immersed in water symbolizes the cleansing of our hearts and the washing away of our sin by the blood of Jesus (Acts 2:38). Through water baptism, believers publicly proclaim their testimony that they have been born again by the grace of God.
Romans 6:3 speaks of a spiritual baptism: "Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?" This spiritual baptism “into Christ” is performed by the Holy Spirit the moment a repentant sinner accepts the gift of salvation and is born again (Jn. 3:5; Eph. 2:18; 1 Cor. 12:13; Acts 8:12). We respond to the Holy Spirit's drawing and are born into God's family (Jn. 6:44; 1 Cor. 6:19). By this "baptism," we are identified with the death and resurrection of Jesus; from then on, we consider ourselves "crucified with Christ" (Gal. 2:20). We choose to lose ourselves and be immersed in Him (Mt. 16:24), and the Holy Spirit makes that happen.

· Conclusion: Paul wrote "one baptism," underscoring that, regardless of your background or nationality, we serve the same Lord, share the same faith, and have experienced the same baptism.  Or have you?  The kingdom of evil works tirelessly to confuse you: works are the ticket…being nice is the ticket … church attendance is the ticket.  No, ONLY Jesus and His righteousness is the ticket.
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