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Ephesians 2:13-14 Blood, Peace and Reconciliation  
Ephesians 2:13 - “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”
French philosopher Voltaire and American President John Adams are famous for their criticisms of Christianity because they thought it was a “bloody religion,” with all its wars, its frequent mention of blood, and the bloody death of its founder, Jesus Christ.  What is it about Christ’s blood?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Christ” or in the Greek, “Christos” means, “anointed”; “Jesus” or “Iesous” meaning, “Jehovah is salvation”; “nigh” or “Eggus” meaning, “accessible”; “blood” or “Haima” meaning, “violently shed blood.”
· Literal Application: But now in association with the Anointed one, Jehovah who is salvation, you, who then were afar off, have been made accessible by the violently shed blood of Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul, having launched into an argument that Jew and Gentile walk together as believers in Christ, makes clear why:
V 13: Shed blood of Christ: The phrase “blood of Christ” is used multiple times in the New Testament and is the expression of the sacrificial death and full atoning work of Jesus on our behalf. References to the Savior’s blood include:

1. The reality that He literally bled on the cross, but more significantly that… 
2. He bled and died for sinners. The blood of Christ has the power to atone for an infinite number of sins committed by an infinite number of people throughout the ages, and all whose faith rests in that blood will be saved.
But why blood?  Leviticus 17:11 – “The life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.”
Why Jesus?  2 Corinthians 5:21- “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
V 14: The peace here referred to is that by which a union in worship and in feeling has been produced between the Jews and the Gentiles. Formerly:

1. They were alienated and separate:
a. They had different objects of worship; different religious rites; different views and feelings;

b. The Jews regarded the Gentiles with hatred, and the Gentiles the Jews with scorn;

2. Now, says the apostle, they are at peace; 

a. They worship the same God; 

b. They have the same Savior; 

c. They depend on the same atonement; 

d. They have the same hope; 

e. They look forward to the same heaven; 

f. They belong to the same redeemed family. Reconciliation has not only taken place with God, but with each other.
Only Jesus?  “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time” (1Timothy 2:5-6)

The way to peace between alienated minds is to bring them to the same Savior:

1. That will do more to silence contentions, and to heal alienations, than any or all other means – “I am His elect, full of mercy, kindness, humility, and long suffering” (Romans 8:33; Colossians 3:12);
2. Bring men around the same cross; fill them with love to the same Redeemer, and give them the same hope of heaven, and you put an end to alienation and strife; 

3. The love of Christ is so absorbing, and the dependence in his blood so entire, that they will lay aside these alienations, and cease their contentions; 

4. The work of the atonement is thus designed not only to produce peace with God, but peace between alienated and contending minds, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.” (Gal. 5:25, 26);
5. The feeling that we are redeemed by the same blood, and that we have the same Savior, will unite the rich and the poor, the bond and the free, the high and the low, in the ties of brotherhood, and make them feel that they are one as we surely are, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:38); 

6. This great work of the atonement is thus designed to produce peace in alienated minds everywhere (1 Timothy 2:3, 4).  
· Conclusion: Lord Jesus, help me stand in faith and apply the benefits of your blood to every situation of my life. In Jesus name, Amen!
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