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Ephesians 2:11-13 One in Christ 
Ephesians 2:13 - “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”
Given the diversity of people who come together to worship God, what is the tie that binds?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Christ” or in the Greek, “Christos” means, “anointed”; “Jesus” or “Iesous” meaning, “Jehovah is salvation”; “nigh” or “Eggus” meaning, “accessible”; “blood” or “Haima” meaning, “violently shed blood.”
· Literal Application: But now in association with the Anointed one, Jehovah who is salvation, you, who then were afar off, have been made accessible by the violently shed blood of Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Following v 10 where Paul asserts we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared for us before the foundation of the world, we are now walking in God’s path.  But, we are not walking alone.  Yes, God is with us, but Paul immediately launches into an argument that we also walk together as believers in Christ:
V 11: There is a progression in Vv 11-12 describing the pre-Christian state of Gentile Christians:

· Physically they lacked the ancient sign of the covenant; 
· Politically they had no part in Israel's national or religious life, and
· Spiritually they had no knowledge of the true God.  

Why is Paul bringing this up?  To dispel the notion that the Ephesians, as saved Gentiles, are inferior in God’s view.  Regardless of how badly the Jews had failed God, betrayed God, embarrassed God everyone knew the Jews were God’s own.  From the Jewish perspective, Gentiles were seen as pagans who did not know the true God, considered Gentiles “unclean,” calling them “dogs” and “the uncircumcision.” Gentiles and the half-Gentile Samaritans were viewed as enemies to be shunned (John 4:9; 18:28; and Acts 10:28).  Paul, a Jew’s Jew, continues to identify with how they are viewed…and feel…
V 12: There is a fivefold negative Gentile description with a cumulative effect, the situation becoming graver and more terrible; and the last clause is the climax:
1. Without Christ: The Ephesians worshipped the goddess Diana and, before hearing the gospel, knew nothing about Christ.  Those who claim pagan religions are just as acceptable to God as the Christian faith are wrong as Paul specifically says you are “separated” from God;

2. Without citizenship: God called the Jews into a true nation, complete with governmental and religious structure based upon His laws and blessings – God’s nation in a way no other could be fulfill;

3. Without Covenants: While the blessings of the Gentiles is included in God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3), God did not make any covenants with Gentiles relegating them to aliens and strangers;
4. Without Hope: Historians tell us that a great cloud of hopelessness covered the ancient world: philosophies were empty; traditions were disappearing, religions were powerless in the face of life or death.  People longed to pierce the veil for hope but there was none (1 Thessalonians 4:13);
5. Ultimately Without God: The Gentiles had gods a plenty (Acts 17:16-23) but did not have the one and only true God…and it was their own fault.  Paul said the Gentiles knew the true God but deliberately refused to honor Him (Romans 1:18-23).
Despite all of this working against them, Paul tells the “we” are one in Christ!

V 13: God had put a difference between Jews and Gentiles so that His purposes in salvation might be accomplished.  But once those purposes were accomplished, there was no more difference.  In fact, it was His purpose that these differences be erased forever and they are erased ONLY by the work of Jesus – reconciling all of us to Himself.  In truth, Christ is the tie that binds…in Christ are we one!  Note how God has included all people in that they are:
1. Not Without Christ: Galatians 3:26-28 finds all believers in Christ;

2. Not Without Citizenship: We are born again into the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 3:2; 7:21; Romans 14:17);

3. Not Without Covenants: Under the New Covenant, all are given the opportunity to receive salvation as a free gift (Ephesians 2:8–9);

4. Not Without Hope: God specifically, through Christ, gives hope to Gentiles (Colossians 1:27);

5. Not Without God: “‘So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.’” (Acts 11:18).
· Conclusion:  “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12
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