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Ephesians 2:4-5 God’s Love 
Ephesians 2:4 - “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us”
Just how & how much does God love us?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Rich” or in the Greek, “Plousios” means, “abounding, abundant, overwhelming”; “mercy” or “Eleos” means, “unwarranted kindness joined with subsequent action”; “love” or “agape” meaning, “benevolence; willful delight.”
· Literal Application: But because God is overwhelming in unmerited kindness to the point of acting on our behalf, due to His great willful delight with which He has always loved us
· Contextual/Comparison: Departing from Vv 1-3 of Chapter 2 where the focus of attention was upon sinful man, Paul briskly focuses us upon God Himself and four activities God has performed on behalf of sinners (two to follow next week):
1. God loves us (V 4).  Why?  Because, by nature, God is love (1 John 4:8).  But let’s be clear as to the nature and quality of God’s love.  How is “agape” love different from other types of love? The essence of agape love is goodwill, benevolence, and willful delight in the object of love. Unlike our English word love, agape is not used in the New Testament to refer to romantic or sexual love. Nor does it refer to close friendship or brotherly love, for which the Greek word philia is used. Agape love involves faithfulness, commitment, and an act of the will. It is distinguished from the other types of love by its lofty moral nature and strong character. Described in 1 Corinthians 13, Agape love is always shown by what it does. God’s love is displayed most clearly at the cross.  
We are to love others with agape love, whether they are fellow believers (John 13:34) or bitter enemies (Matthew 5:44). Jesus gave the parable of the Good Samaritan as an example of sacrifice for the sake of others, even for those who may care nothing at all for us. Agape love as modeled by Christ is not based on a feeling; rather, it is a determined act of the will, a joyful resolve to put the welfare of others above our own.  Agape love does not come naturally to us. Because of our fallen nature, we are incapable of producing such a love. If we are to love as God loves, that love—that agape—can only come from its Source. This is the love that “has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us” when we became His children (Romans 5:5; Galatians 5:22).  

When God applies love to sinners, it becomes grace and mercy which makes salvation possible.  The cry today is for “justice”; the gift of God is anything but…as His graced and mercy provides for salvation.  In His mercy He does not give us what we deserve, and in His mercy Christ met God’s standard of justice.  It was at Calvary that God displayed His hatred for sin and His love for sinners (Romans 5:8; John 3:16).
2. He quickens us (V 5).  This means, because of His love, He made us alive even given the fact we were dead in sin.  Ps. 25:11 says, “Quicken me, O LORD, for thy name’s sake.”  In this context, quickening involves revival…preservation, and God gets the glory for it.  God’s quickening in our lives can affect us in many ways. By the power of God, we can be quickened or revived from sickness, from discouragement, from fear, and of course from death.  God quickens us according to His Word (Ps. 119:154) and His lovingkindness (Ps. 119:88); His quickening is associated with His tender mercy (Ps. 119:156), His righteousness (Ps. 119:40), and our joy (Ps. 85:6). He quickens us in order to keep us on the godly path: “Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way” (Ps. 119:37), and to preserve a people who call upon Him: “Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name” (Ps. 80:18).
He accomplishes this spiritual resurrection by the power of the Holy Spirit, using the Word.  In the Gospels, it is recorded Jesus raised three people from the dead: the widow’s son (Lu. 7:11-17); Jairus’ daughter (Lu. 8:49-56); and Lazarus (Jn. 11:41-46).  In each case, He spoke the Word and this gave life.  “The Word of God is quick (living) and powerful” (Heb. 4:12).  These three physical resurrections are pictures of the sinner’s resurrection when he hears the Word and believes (Jn. 5:24).  This is why Paul jumps so quickly from sinners (vv 1-3) to God.
· Conclusion: If need Christ as Savior, you need your spirit to be quickened.  For believers, we ask the Lord to quicken our thoughts and the fervor we once had for Him (Ps. 42:11). We cry out for Him to quicken us when we are depressed (Ps.  119:25). We ask that He quicken our hearts when we are pulled by the enticements of the world, so that we remain faithful to His Word (Ps. 80:18).
PAGE  
2
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

