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Jude 12, 13 - Hypocrisy of False Teachers 
Jude 12 - “These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds [they are] without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots”
In the second of three summary statements, Jude writes about false teachers noting not just their hypocrisy but their deliberate hypocrisy.  That is to say one may say one thing but do another without thinking, but Jude is talking about those who make such a conscious lifestyle.  What is the result?   To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Spots” or  in the Greek, “Spilas” literally meaning “rock, ledge, reef”.  This is a metaphor of men who, by their conduct, damage others morally…wreck them as it were.
· Literal Application: These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted
· Contextual/Comparison: Jude 12 and 13 present six vivid pictures of false teachers and help explain why they are dangerous to the local fellowship:
1. Filthy spots (V 12a): Peter also called them spots or blemishes (2 Peter 2:13).  These men had invaded the ‘love feasts’ or the Lord’s Supper in local churches, defiling them.  How?  Instead of adding to the sanctity of the occasion, they not only detracted from it but undermined the Spirit and His work.  At a time of confession of sin, they were involved in promoting sin!  At a time of submitting to God they were defying and defiling.  They are the “hidden reefs” in a church, wrecking the ministry of the Spirit and thereby the lives of the congregation.  And congregants didn’t even know it (!) or understand the true character of such people.  Spiritual leaders be on guard!
2. Selfish shepherds (V 12b): The word translated “feeding” means “shepherding.”  Instead of caring for the needs of the church, these apostates only take care of themselves.  Jude had in mind Isaiah 56:10-12 and Ezekiel 34 where the prophets condemned their leaders, “shepherds”, for exploiting the people and caring only for themselves.  Paul was aware of such in the Corinthian church: “You have such admirable tolerance for impostors who rob your freedom, rip you off, steal you blind, put you down—even slap your face! I shouldn’t admit it to you, but our stomachs aren’t strong enough to tolerate that kind of stuff” (2 Corinthians 11:20, 21 – The Message translation).   And they do so without fear (!) in spite of Ezekiel 34:2: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep?”
3. Empty clouds (V 12c): Droughts are deadly to farmers and the hungry alike.  These apostates looking like men who can provide spiritual help, boasting of their abilities, fail.  “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of a gift he does not give” (Proverbs 25:14); “They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved” (2 Peter 2:19).  The Word of God is often compared to “dew” and “rain” (Deut. 32:2).  Isaiah 55:10 compares God’s Word to snow from heaven bringing fruit upon the earth.  Yet, like clouds in the sky, false teachers may be prominent and even attractive, but if they cannot bring “rain” they are useless!
4. Dead trees (V 12d): “Ye shall know them by their fruits” – Jesus (Matthew 7:16).  False teachers have nothing to give (clouds) because they are rootless in God (“twice dead”).  
5. Raging waves (V 13a): Jude is not referencing their spiritual power, but their pride and arrogant speech.  Note V 16: “Their mouth speaketh great swelling words.”  Jude had Isaiah 57:20 in mind, “But the wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt.”  True teachers of the Word of God bring up treasures of the deep while false teachers produce useless trash when what they should boast of is Christ alone (1 Corinthians 1:31) but instead, “Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things” (Philippians 3:19).  
6. Murmurers and complainers (V 13b): If a false teacher can negate being content in the Lord (“I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content” - Philippians. 4:1) they can lead us to deny God’s provision, God’s plan, God’s Word and God’s reality in our lives – easily luring us into false doctrine where “we”… really “they” become the true focus of life.
· Conclusion: If we keep our eyes upon the Lord (Ps. 123:2) He has mercy upon us, including delivering us from false teachers and teaching.  To whom do you look?
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