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Revelation 17: False Religion (Part 1: He trains my hands for war)
Revelation 17:1 “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:”
Revelation 16 ended with the specter of Armageddon, all the godless and evil armies of the earth destroyed.  As is customary, John is led to step back from the overall scene of Chapter 16 to review critical elements – one of which is false religion.  What is it?  Who is responsible?  What is my role?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “whore” or in the Greek, “Porne” meaning (in context), “idolatress; misplaced admiration, love, or reverence: apostate church”; “waters” or “Hudor” meaning (in context) “many peoples.”
· Literal Application: “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute (apostate church) who is seated on many waters (controlling multitude of peoples from every nation and language)’….”
· Contextual & Comparison: It is estimated there are 4,200 religions, some of which have millions of gods.  False religion has always existed given Lucifer’s fall and the essence of such hasn’t changed since the garden when Satan reasoned with Eve in Genesis 3:1-6.  Yet, given Adam and Eve’s example, Paul urges, “that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs” (2 Corinthians 2:11)
One of the most sobering facts about life is that all humans have a supernatural enemy whose aim is to use pain and pleasure to make us blind, stupid, and miserable — forever. The Bible calls him “the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world” (Revelation 12:9–10), “the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

He is our “adversary [who] prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Yet, in the most appalling and unwitting bondage, the whole world willingly “follows the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). At his most successful, his subjects march obliviously to destruction, and take as many with them as they can.

The “good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18) includes this Divine Formula: 1) the daily resistance of this enemy (1 Peter 5:9; James 4:7), 2) the daily refusal to give him an opportunity (Ephesians 4:27), and 3) the daily stand against his schemes (Ephesians 6:11).  Here are Satan’s top ten strategies:

1. Satan lies, and is the father of lies.

“When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). The first time Satan appears in the Bible in Genesis 3, the first words on his lips question truth (“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?’”). And the second words on his lips were a falsehood (“You will not die”). John says that Satan “has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him” (John 8:44). We are dealing with the essence of falsehood and deception.

2. He blinds the minds of unbelievers.

“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). So he not only speaks what is false. He hides what is true. 

3. He masquerades in costumes of light and righteousness.

In 2 Corinthians 11:13–15, Paul says that some people are posing as apostles who are not: “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is not strange if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.”  In other words, Satan has servants who profess enough truth to join the church, and from inside teach what Paul calls “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1).  Without God’s gift of discernment (Philippians 1:9), our love will be suckered into stupidity.

4. Satan does signs and wonders.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:9, the last days are described like this: “The coming of the lawless one by the activity of Satan will be with all power, and with signs and wonders of the lie.” The problem was not that the signs and wonders weren’t real, but that they were in the service of sin and Satan!
5. Satan tempts people to sin.

In 2 Corinthians 11:3, Paul warns against this for all the believers: “I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”

6. Satan plucks the word of God out of people’s hearts and chokes faith.

Jesus told the parable of the four soils in Mark 4:1–9. In it, the seed of the word of God is sown, and some falls on the path and birds quickly take it away. He explains in verse 15, “Satan immediately comes and takes away the Word which was sown in them.” Satan snatches the Word because he hates faith which the Word produces (Romans 10:17).  Jesus knew that Satan’s design is to choke off the faith of people who have His Word.

7. Satan causes some sickness and disease.

Jesus healed a woman once who was bent over “whom Satan bound for eighteen years,” (Luke 13:16). Jesus identified Satan causing this disease.  In Acts 10:38, Peter described Jesus as one who “went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil.” In other words, the devil often oppresses people with illness: one of his designs.

But don’t make the mistake of saying every sickness is the work of the devil. There are other instances in which the disease is solely attributed to God’s design: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him” (John 9:3). Jesus has no need to bring Satan in as the culprit in his own merciful designs.

8. Satan is a murderer.

Jesus said to those who were planning to kill him, “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth” (John 8:44). To put it in a word, Satan is blood-thirsty. Christ came into the world that we might have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10). Satan acts to destroy life wherever he can and in the end make it eternally miserable.

9. Satan fights against the plans of missionaries.

Paul tells of how his missionary plans were frustrated in 1 Thessalonians 2:17–18: “…but Satan hindered us.” Satan hates evangelism and discipleship, and he will throw every obstacle he can in the way of missionaries and people with a zeal for evangelism.

10. Satan accuses Christians before God.

Revelation 12:10 says, “…for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.’” Satan’s defeat is sure. But his accusations haven’t ceased.
· Conclusion:   Although Satan has designs, strategies and a game plan, he will not win.  The path to victory in this warfare is to hold fast to Christ who has already dealt the decisive blow: “The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8).
The Lord Jesus is no less a warrior today than in the days of old. So I urge you: come to him as willing soldiers of the Prince of Peace and learn to say, “He trains my hands for war” (Psalm 144:1).
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