Grace Evangelical Free Church

Issues & Answers: Warfare of the Saints
Spiritual Warfare:

Is not after the flesh: “For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh” (2 Corinthians 10:3)
Is a good warfare: “This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith” (1 Timothy 1:18-19)
Called the good fight of faith: “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses” (1Timothy 6:12)
Spiritual War is Against: 

The devil: “Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 12:17; Genesis 3:15; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Ephesians 6:12; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8).
The flesh: “…but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members” (Romans 7:23; 1 Corinthians 9:25-27; 2 Corinthians 12:7; Galatians 5:17; 1 Peter 2:11).
Enemies: “But my foes are vigorous, they are mighty, and many are those who hate me wrongfully” (Psalm 38:19; Psalm 56:2; Psalm 59:3).
The world: “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4-5; John 16:33).
Death: “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:26).
Friends or relatives: “For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household” (Matthew 10:35-36; Micah 7:6).
Spiritual War is to be carried: 
Under Christ, as our captain: “For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the captain and founder of their salvation perfect through suffering” (Hebrews 2:10).
Under the Lord's banner: “You have set up a banner for those who fear you, that they may flee to it from the bow” (Psalm 60:4).
With faith and good conscience: “This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith” (1 Timothy 1:18-19).
With steadfastness in the faith: “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong” (1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Peter 5:9; Hebrews 10:23). 
With earnestness: “Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).
With watchfulness: “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 16:1). 
With sobriety: “So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober” (1 Thessalonians 5:6; 1 Peter 5:8). 
With endurance of hardness: “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3; 2 Timothy 2:10). 
With self-denial: “But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified (1 Corinthians 9:27).
With confidence in God: “Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;

though war arise against me, yet I will be confident” (Psalm 27:3)
With prayer: “…praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18; Psalm 35:1-3).  

Without earthly entanglements: “No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him” (2 Timothy 2:4).
Spiritual Warfare Warning:
Mere professors do not maintain: “They bend their tongue like a bow; falsehood and not truth has grown strong in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know me, declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:3).
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